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                       June 2022 

    The FRIEND     
 Our Savior’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

                            133 Years in Ministry 

                              1889-2022 

 Serving God, God’s People, and Our Community 

 
Grace and peace to you, siblings in Christ! 
 
One of my favorite big church events was 
back this April/May: Synod Assembly! It 
was one of the best Synod Assemblies I’ve 
attended because it got to the heart of what 
I love: focusing on the connections we have 
as ELCA people in this part of our state, 
with connections around the world, and   
celebrating the amazing ministry that     
happens because we are in partnership with 
one another.  
 

The very literal meaning of “synod” is walk-
ing together. It’s about coming together and 

going on a journey in the same direction. There’s some resonance 
with what it looks like for my family to go on a walk together. 
Throughout the walk, I might end up carrying a stuffed animal or a 
jacket for a young one. I will carry and provide a drink and a snack. 
I’ll encourage another to keep going when they feel tired. That other 
one will point out a beautiful flower I might have missed or encour-
age me to take a break and experience the peace around me. We take 
care of each other and gain from each other when we walk together. 
That happens when we journey together as the church. Jesus walks 
alongside us and guides us. We support one another, encouraging, 
providing, and gaining from the other’s presence.  
 

The format of this Synod Assembly provided time for Bible study with 
people from different churches. In those connections, I was able to 
hear how God is working among the Synod WELCA (women’s group), 
how God is working up in Ely, out in Brainerd, and down in Mora. I 

was reminded that the struggles and joys of our congregation are felt by others, and the hope we 
have in Christ is shared.  
 

We committed to some lofty goals: advocating for prolonged stability for Afghan refugees, support-
ing Ukrainians, and making significant progress towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The 
structure of our church means that these resolutions are aspirational. They give us ideals to reach for 
as we live out our faith, but our participation is not mandatory.  
 

We celebrated the ministry God can do because we are in relationship with each other. We learned 
about the Bethany center LSS is opening for children and families in Duluth. We welcomed Pastor 
Anoop Entrapati who brought greetings from our companion synod in India, received word from our 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and bid on quilts to send money around the world through ELCA  
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Pastor’s message continued from page 1 

 
World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Relief. Some of our synod   
organizations had booths to share about their ministry. Our own 
Dave Thornton was there to share about the Circle of Welcome for 
our synod-sponsored Afghan refugee family, as well as neighbors 
sharing about EcoFaith, WELCA, Together Here, companion synods 
in Russia, Honduras, and India, Global Health Ministries, Lay    
Ministry Network, and our ELCA Outdoor Ministries! I even hosted 
a booth on behalf of the Candidacy Committee to encourage folks to 
think about serving in ordained ministry or helping support our 
candidates in their studies and formation. Our ministry together as 
synod provides for Lutheran Campus Ministry at UMD and we are 
launching a new ministry for those at NERCC and reintegrating into 
the community after incarceration. There’s so much we couldn’t do 
as one congregation alone that we are able to do together! Our   
partnership makes a difference for the world! 
 
You are part of something bigger because Jesus has brought you   
into his family and because we are part of the NEMN Synod, the 
ELCA, and the worldwide Lutheran Federation. Sometimes, it’s easy 
to get caught up on the limitations of being one congregation and we 
can feel alone and overwhelmed. Just as we pray for the                
congregations of our synod every Sunday, you and your                 
congregation are also prayed for. We are all in this together.  
 
God is with you!  Pastor Liz 

   

Pastor 

Contact through church office, 

or email: 

pastorliz@oursaviorsduluth.org 

Office  

     Telephone: 218-624-3648 

secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org 

 

Sexton 

 Mon., Wed. & Fri.  8:30 - 12:30 

 

Please submit news articles       

for the July                               

The Friend by June 21: 

     conboy_mike@hotmail.com        

 

The FRIEND newsletter editors: 

          Mike & Jenn Conboy 

Drop In Hours at Our Savior’s: Wed 11-1, & Thurs By Appointment 
Appointments always welcome Monday- Thursday.   

 

No pastor’s drop-in hours during the weeks of June 12 and 19 
 

 

Pr. Liz has drop-in hours when you can come and visit with her without an appointment. These are 

times that are kept open for you! (Rarely something else might come up during these times, so feel 

free to call or alert Pastor that you’re coming). She relies on your direct communication when you 

have a need. With her reduction to half-time at Our Savior’s, the shut-in visitation schedule has 

changed to include both lay visitors and pastor’s visits as she cannot see people as frequently as     

before the sharing agreement. However, she remains available. Parishioners who want a visit at any 

time are encouraged either to show up during drop-in hours, or call/ email to make an appointment. 

As Jesus said, “ask and you shall receive.”  

Bible Study - Located at United 
 

June 1 and June 8 at 2:15 pm in the conference room. We’ll be                                                   
studying the readings for the upcoming Sunday.  
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    June 2022 Worship Lessons 
 
June 5, 2022~ Day of Pentecost 

Pentecost is a day of promises fulfilled. The promised Spirit of God 
is poured out. The baptized have become “children of God’ and 
“joint heirs with Christ.’ By the power of the Spirit we have seen the face of the Fa-
ther in his only begotten Son and been saved by him. Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21;  Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Second Reading: Romans 8:14-17;  Gospel Reading: John 14:8-17[25-27] 

 

June 12,  2022 ~ Holy Trinity/First Sunday after Pentecost 
 

“O Lord our Lord, how majestic is you name in all the 
earth!” Today we celebrate the name of God: holy blessed 
Trinity,. There is no other day quite like this one in the 
church’s year. There is no other god like ours. Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit! 

 

First Reading: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31;   Psalm: Psalm 8 
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-5;    Gospel Reading: John 16:12-15 
 
 

June 19,  2022 ~ Second Sunday after Pentecost 

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific–nature of 
sin. The Church's repeated celebration of the holy communion coun-
ters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of Je-
sus “until he comes.” It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God 
has done for you.” 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 65:1-9;   Psalm: Psalm 22:19-28 
Second Reading: Galatians 3:23-29     
Gospel Reading: Luke 8:26-39 

 
June 26,  2022 ~ Third Sunday after Pentecost 
We have no good apart from God. That makes our Lord’s call to fol-
low him an invitation to freedom. This is freedom to revel in the 
Spirit’s fruits: love, joy, peace, patience, and the like. This is the path 
of life. 
 
First Reading: I Kings 19:15-16, 19-21;   Psalm: Psalm 16 
Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25      
Gospel Reading: Luke 9:51-62 
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OUTREACH NEWS 
 

· The Saturday Free Breakfast served over 40 people in April. We will continue to 
serve in the Fellowship Hall on the 4th Saturday of the month. If you want to help 
or give a  donation to purchase supplies, contact Cathy Hannan or Dave Thornton. 

· Our Church sponsored the spring CHUM meeting this month on 5/17/22. We 
provided a light supper with rolls, cheese, and cold cuts along with sweetbreads and bars. Topics of 
the meeting were assessment of CHUM’s work, the “Stepping on Up” initiative to reduce homeless-
ness, and promotion of the Rhubarb Festival (5/25/22 10 AM to 3 PM Stella Maris Academy - Holy 
Rosary Campus 2802 E. 4th St., Duluth, MN 55812 Volunteer Opportunities rhubarb fun for every-
one! cash and checks are preferred. Credit cards, checks, and cash will be accepted for all purchases.) 

· The Circle of Welcome group from the Synod, that Dave Thornton is working with has some news. 
Dave Thornton attended the Synod Assembly on Saturday, 4/30/22, to help inform people about the 
sponsorship of a family from Afghanistan. During the Assembly, a resolution was passed to support 
efforts to advocate Congress to introduce and pass a bill that would change the current temporary 
visa status of Afghan refugees recently allowed into the country after our pull out in Afghanistan last 
summer. Currently, Afghans are here on a temporary visa only good for up to 2 years. This means 
that they will have to go through a lengthy procedure of applying for asylum which could take as long 
as 5 years or more. There is no room for thinking about long-term goals of citizenship and security in 
resettlement in our country. The Afghan family that the Circle of Welcome team worked with in part-
nership with LSS (the Minnesota partner of LIRS that deals with refugee resettlement) has decided 
to move to the state of Virginia to join another family member living there. This move cancels the  
relationship. The Welcome team is currently deciding how to handle the funds that the synod has 
collected for refugee resettlement. The team has decided to continue contact with the Afghan family 
and will help them as they resettle in Virginia. The team is also considering how to help with other 
refugee resettlement efforts in the future. 

· The Valley Youth Center Garden Box Project has started to work again. On 
Saturday, 5/21/22 construction of the 6 remaining garden boxes started. Work 
on this project will continue through early June. If you can help, contact Dave 
Thornton. 

· The church gardens need work. The garden plots are currently being cleaned up and planting has 
started. If you can help, contact Dave Thornton. 

Dave Thornton: Outreach Board  

    CHUM Rhubarb Festival Moves to Stella Maris - Holy Rosary Campus                                   
                        Saturday, June 25, 2022 

The CHUM Rhubarb Festival will take place on the Stella Maris Academy Holy Ro-
sary Campus at 2802 E. 4th Street in Duluth. We'll have lots of volunteer opportuni-
ties, so watch for more details in the CHUM News and on our website.                 
https://signup.com/group/12270050650883280103 

 

CHUM Rhubarb Fest is Saturday, 
June 25 from 10 am to 3 pm.  If 
you would like to volunteer on the 
day of the event, please contact 
Robert Jenko at  218-576-7043.   
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April 2022 

 

*Attendance March Deposit Dates   Income 

April  3:  36  April  1:   $3,325.00 

April 10:  47  April  7:   $6,736.75 

April 17:  76  April 14:   $1,730.60 

April 24:  48  April 17:   $1,750.00 

          April 24:    $1,027.00

  Online donations)  $  100.00 

      (Direct Deposit)      $  700.00 

    Income        $15,269.35 

     **Expenses          $16,715.12  
  

*Plus Facebook and website views. 

** (Includes consultation fees, quarterly 
benevolences and quarterly insurance)  

Help Wanted 

Worship Assistants needed: Sound 

system, streaming the service, and 

coffee fellowship. Contact the          

secretary by email or phone. 

 

• Thank you to Sandy Andler and Sandy Norbeck for cleaning the    
Sanctuary and Library-lounge. 

• Thank you to Jenn Conboy for writing a THRIVENT grant to cover 
rain collection barrels for the church gardens. 

• Thank you to Bill and Anita Fraundorf for providing meat and cheese 
trays and desserts and Kris Benson and others for bring food for the 
CHUM delegate meeting hosted by OSLC on May 17. 

Grandma’s Marathon Volunteering 
 

Help support the runners up close on Sat., June 18. Grandma’s Marathon has many 

volunteering opportunities.                                                                                                     

https://grandmasmarathon.com/support-us/volunteer/ 

YouthWorks Returns 

Welcome, YouthWorks! Staff will arrive on Wednesday, May 25th, followed 
by the first group, arriving on Sunday, June 5. The last group will leave on  
Friday, July 29th. We wish them a successful summer in Duluth. Be sure to 
make them feel welcome. 

Worship Opportunities 
 

The people of United Lutheran Church of Proctor invite the people of Our Savior's to worship with 
them on Sunday mornings at 11 am, if you're unable to make the 9 am service at Our Savior's. 
You're invited to bring your Our Savior's offering envelope to United, and it will be delivered to Our 
Savior's to continue to support the ministry of your congregation. We celebrate our partnership for 
the well-being of both congregations! 
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Discussion of ELCA Social Statement on Abortion June 6, 11:30 am at Our Savior's 
 

It's on the news - but how do we as Lutheran Christians think and talk about abortion? I'd guess we 

all have very different views and life experiences. We're not a church that forces everyone to believe 

the same thing. Still, it's helpful to know how we can use our distinctive Lutheran lens to begin to 

think about the big topics of our day that affect people's lives and are discussed in the public 

sphere. We'll explore the 1991 social statement to help in framing our thoughts about this issue. If 

you come, be prepared to discuss according to civil conversations guidelines which will be shared at 

the beginning of the study. Please read the statement prior to class:   shorturl.at/ktK45               

Bring a bag lunch if desired.  

Social teaching statements provide an analysis and interpretation of an issue, set forth basic        

theological and ethical perspectives related to it, and offer guidance for the corporate  Evangelical      

Lutheran Church in America and its individual members. They also illustrate the implications of 

their teaching for the social practice of this church. In their use as teaching  documents, their       

authority is persuasive, not coercive. (ELCA) 

 

OSELC Parish Planning Council from July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2024  

Elected at Congregational Meeting on May 15, 2022 

                                 PPC Leadership and Teams to be Installed 
 
On June 26 the new leadership for 2022-2024 and their teams will be installed during worship. 
Their terms will begin July 1. Please make every effort to attend this special day. We celebrate you 
and your commitment to the ministry of OSELC. The Nominating Team will be providing Coffee 
Fellowship in your honor. 
 

President - Roxanne Bijold            Vice Presidents - Mike Bail  & Theresa Jacobson                                                                                 

Treasurer – Anita Fraundorf                Secretary (open)                                                                                                                             

Lay Board – Jenn Conboy, Chair      Worship & Music – Deacon Jennifer Simonson, Chair  

Stewardship - (Chair Open)  Public Relations – April Benedict, Chair 

Outreach Board – Janet Born, Chair        Education/Youth Board – Keely Upton, Chair 

Property Board - Robert Jenko, Chair Parish Fellowship - Karl Isakson, Chair 

Assisting Ministers                   Coffee Fellowship      Ushers 
 

June 5:    April Benedict    Dave Thornton      

June 12:  Roger Lofald    Patsy Lehr    

June 19   Johanna Bernu   Open 

June 26:  Roxanne Bijold   Nominating Team  

CHUM Is Hiring 

CHUM currently has the following Job Opportunities 

Director of Communications and Marketing   Office Manager  

Office Assistant       Family Coach   

CHUM Yearlong Internship - Street Homelessness Response  

CHUM Summer Internship -Street Homelessness Response 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fshorturl.at%2FktK45&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce84bd6351386454339fc08da3d8babef%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637889967342098100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzI
https://cdnmedia.endeavorsuite.com/images/organizations/7f182463-13ef-4e9f-8e54-2e4d6b85a2b9/Job%20Descriptions/Director%20of%20Communications%20Marketing%20May%202022.pdf
https://cdnmedia.endeavorsuite.com/images/organizations/7f182463-13ef-4e9f-8e54-2e4d6b85a2b9/Job%20Descriptions/Office%20Manager%20Job%20Description%20May%202022.pdf
https://cdnmedia.endeavorsuite.com/images/organizations/7f182463-13ef-4e9f-8e54-2e4d6b85a2b9/Job%20Descriptions/Office%20Assistant%20Job%20Description%20May%202022.pdf
https://cdnmedia.endeavorsuite.com/images/organizations/7f182463-13ef-4e9f-8e54-2e4d6b85a2b9/Job%20Descriptions/Family%20Coach%20Job%20Description%201-21-22.pdf
https://cdnmedia.endeavorsuite.com/images/organizations/7f182463-13ef-4e9f-8e54-2e4d6b85a2b9/Job%20Descriptions/CHUM%20Yearlong%20Internship%20-%20Street%20Homelessness%20Response.pdf
https://cdnmedia.endeavorsuite.com/images/organizations/7f182463-13ef-4e9f-8e54-2e4d6b85a2b9/Job%20Descriptions/CHUM%20Summer%20Internship%20-%20Street%20Homelessness%20Response.pdf
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Sponsoring The FRIEND   

Barb Mathson is sponsoring the June Friend in memory of her 
father, Theodore, and all fathers. 

Please consider sponsoring The Friend newsletter to honor or   
memorialize a loved one! The $20 donation will help defray the 
cost of paper, printing and mailing. Please contact Anita or 
Jenn. 

 

Augustana Care 

Thurley Ling 
 

Franciscan Care 

Wesley Winter 
 

Superior 

Faye Griffin 

 

 

Osseo 

Robert (Bobby) Budd 
 

Marywood 

Bob Lippert 

 

Edgewood Vista 

Bill Leslie 

Betty Craven 

Corrine Weiss 
 

Dudley & Pam 
Carlson 
 

Esther Schroeder 

Isabel Vatne 
Prayers for our shut-ins.  

Saturday Morning OSLC Breakfast Groups 

Women’s Breakfast Group: All women are invited to meet at the 
Tappa Keg at 10:00 am, except the 4th Sat. when we 
 

Men’s Breakfast Group: Meet Saturdays at 8:30 am at Fosters. 

   1  Gary Erdahl 

   4 Charlene Johnson 

   4 Caryl Turcott 

   5 Jana Anderson 

   7  Peter Larson 

 10 Joann Ahlgren 

 10  Donald Thompson 

 11 David Thornton 

 17 Erika Johnson 

 18   Laila Davis 

 19 Kristen Modean 

 20 Dane Herold 

 20 Jenny Thornton 

 21 Noah Hobbs 

 22 Alexis McIntosh 

 22 Matthew Thornton 

 26 John Jacobson 

 26 Pamela Merrier 

 29 Bo Upton 

 30 Star Hanson 

  

 
   
  June 4    Glen & Pam Merrier 

  June 10  Michael & Jennifer Conboy 

  June 15   David & Janet Thornton  

  June 23  David & Patricia Mattson  

     Congratulations 

Steve & Cheryl Reynold’s daughter Alexis (Justin) gave birth to a  baby girl,                              

Sawyer Jane McIntosh. 

 Women to Circle Up 

Women of Our Savior's and friends will meet in the Church Library-Lounge at 1:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, June 7th. We will finish "The Rock, the Road, and the  Rab-
bi",  lesson 6: Jerusalem, followed by a Pot 'o Blessing lunch. Please contribute food 
for the table, if able. This is our last Circle meeting until September when we will be 

starting a new study. 

It has been advertised in our bulletin that there is a Peanut Butter Shower for CHUM ! CHUM relies 
on volunteers to contribute this much-needed item. Our Circle's Goal: 12 or more! 
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Handbell Festival Conference 
 

The Area 7 Handbell Musicians of America's 2022 Festival Conference is     
being held at the DECC June 10-12. You are invited to attend a couple      
concerts during the Festival.  Friday evening, June 10, Strikepoint, First 
United Methodist's handbell ensemble, will be performing in Symphony 
Hall at 7:30 pm.  The first 100 attendees will receive a free ticket for the   
concert (after the first tickets are gone, the price is $15 per person).  The   
Final Concert of the Festival is Sunday, June 12 in the Lake Superior       
Ballroom, at 1:30 pm.  This concert if FREE but donations of food and cash 
will be accepted and given to CHUM's food shelf.   
 
Northern Bell Chimes (Our Savior's bell choir) thanks these donors: 
 

Pat Nilsen:  In memory of her brother, Dale      Pat Nilsen:  In memory of Bruce Anderson 
Glen & Pam Merrier:  In memory of Bruce Anderson     Joanne Ahlgren 
Bill & Anita Fraundorf:  In memory of Bruce Anderson    Ross & Nyla Benedict 
Northern Bell Chimes:  In honor of Anita Fraundorf         Sandy Andler 
Mike & Jenn Conboy          Pastor Jeff and Pastor Liz Davis 
Beth Duncan           Mari Anne Isakson 
Dean Herold            Kathy Janzig and her sister, Patt Donaldson 
Jeremiah & Erika Johnson         Naomi Circle 
Ken & Harriet Miller          Sandy Norbeck 
Sunday Coffee Hour April 10          Dianne Wentz 
Cast in Bronze:  In honor of Anita Fraundorf & the Northern Bell Chimes choir 

Groups Meeting at OSLC 
 

Mondays:  10:30 am:  Coffee & Chat ( members and friends are always welcome) 
 

Tuesdays: 9:30 - 11:00 am:  AA Women’s Group 
 

Tuesdays: 6:30 - 8:15 pm:  AA Support Group 

  

Tuesday, June 7: 1:00 pm Women’s Circle in library. 
 
 

Wednesdays: 10:30 am:  Coffee & Chat  
 

Wednesday June 8: 1:00 pm: Alzheimer’s Support Group in the library (in person} 
 

Fridays:  10:30 am:  Coffee & Chat  
 

Saturdays:  9:00 - 10:45 am:  OA Support Group 
 

Saturday, June 4: 4:30 - 7:30 Support Group 
 

 

Wearing masks inside the building is now optional.   

Asbury Donut Sale 
 

Asbury’s summer donut sale ($5.00 per dozen--the price in Asbury's May Messenger was incorrect) 
will be the morning of Friday, June 3 from 7:00 to 11:00 am in the Fellowship 
Hall.  
 
Donuts can be pre-ordered by calling Bev LeClair at 218-628-2680 or the   
office at 218-624-0061 (deadline June 1).  
They can also be purchased on the day of the sale from 7:00 to 11:00 am. First 
come, first serve! 
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Summer Camp 
We're really hoping to get a good group the week of July 31- August 5 at Camp           
Vermilion, but any week you can make it is awesome. We do have funds to 
help pay for camp. Please let Pastor Liz or Robert Jenko know if you're inter-
ested.   https://www.vlmcamps.org/summer-camps 
 
       Camp Work Day 
 
Thanks to the work crew who went to Camp Vermilion on Saturday, May 14. 
They worked on getting the Aspen cabin cleaned and ready for summer 
campers. Some staining still needs to be completed. 
 

Prayer Requests 

Members: 

Kate Benson - health concerns         Caryl Turcott - health concerns 

Bob Lippert - health concerns          Dodo Erickson - health concerns     

MariAnne Isaakson - health concerns       Linda Olcott - knee surgery rehabilitation 

Ron Beverage - health concerns              

Friends and Family: 
 

Patty Murto (Jill Lofald’s sister) - cancer journey 

John Lund (Mari Anne Isakson’s brother/Karl's’ uncle) - continued challenges skin cancer 

Janet Delperdang (Shirley Muscatello’s sister) - Thanks for prayers. Stem cell transplant was suc-
cessful. 

Rick Gurten (cousin of Rosemary Hanson) - health concerns 

Michell Hanson (cousin of Rosemary Hanson) - health concerns 

Duane & Carol Fike (Past members) - health concerns 

Bryce Oniel - health issues  

Bob LaPorte (Barb Norbeck’s brother) - health concerns 

Sharon Cox (Barb Beverage sister-in-law) - health concerns 

** Prayer requests are kept current for 2 months. Pleas call the church office to update. 

Dave Thornton, Dan Saarela (United) & Jan Thornton Laila Davis & Layla Thornton 
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Fellowship  

Sandy Andler will set up  coffee 
for the fellowship time after  
worship.  Sign up on the bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall or 
call the church office 
if you are willing to 
bring treats.   

2022 Graduates 

 
Lauryn Anderson: daughter of Jana and Jeremy Anderson, granddaughter of Char 

Johnson, Bill Anderson, John & Muffy Kalenowski and the late Chuck  Kidwell and 

Cathy Anderson.  A 2019 Denfeld graduate, Lauren received her Psychology/

Human Resources degree from Minnesota State University,  Mankato.  Currently, 

she is the Visual Manager of the H & M Clothing store.  Her future plans include 

backpacking with friends.  She enjoys walking and volunteering.  

 
Nickolas Anderson:  son of Jana and Jeremy Anderson, grandson of Char Johnson, Bill Anderson, Muffy & John 

Kalenowski and the late Chuck Kidwell and Cathy Anderson.  Nickolas is graduating from Denfeld High School.  

At this time, his future are to be determined.   He enjoys hunting, fishing and being outdoors. 

 
Kaisa Anttila: daughter of Robert Anttila and Christine Sabol, graduated from the College of St. Scholastica with a 

B.S. degree in Nursing.  Her future plans include furthering her education in health care.  Kaisa is interested in 

education and health promotion. 

 
Dane Herold: son of Dean Herold and Robyn Rohweder and grandparents Dennis & Sylvia Herold and Jim & and 

the late Jan Rohweder. A 2019 Denfeld graduate, Dane completed his Industrial Controls course at Lake Superi-

or College.  He interned at Midwest Energy.  Dane enjoys gaming, hiking, and mountain biking. 

 
Pavle Lippert: son of Roberta Lippert and grandson of Robert and Juanita Lippert.  A 2018 graduate of Proctor 

High School, Pavle received his Psychology Degree from the University of Minnesota, Duluth.  He works in      

behavioral health at Essentia and will pursue a Master’s in Social Work. 

 
Patrick Merrier: son of Glen and Pam Merrier, grandson of Pat Nilsen and the late Dan Nilsen and Geri and Ted 

Merrier.  A 2009 Proctor graduate, Patrick received his Civil Engineering Technology degree at Lake Superior 

College.  He is working at Northern Lights Survey Company.  Patrick enjoys hunting, fishing, and camping.  He 

and Olivia Green will be married on July 30.   

 
Adam Reynolds: son of Steve and Cheryl Reynolds, grandson of Judy Anderson and the late John Anderson 
graduated with a Masters of Architecture degree from North Dakota State University 

 

OSLC Slammers Softball Schedule 

Games are Tuesdays at Wheeler Field.  
May 31 at 7 pm & 8 pm Field 4 (doubleheader)  
June 7 at 8 pm Field 1 
June 14 at 8 pm Field 4 
June 21 at 8 pm Field 4 
June 28 at 7 pm Field 4 
Cancellations will be decided by 2:30 pm on game days. Anita 
will contact team members.  

Devotionals 

Small print devotionals for June
-August are available . Large 
print devotionals for April-June 
are available on the sanctuary 
entrance tables.  

Musical At Elim Lutheran 
 

New Wine Musical Theater Ministry is doing a performance     
of “Bright Star” on Thursday, June 2nd at 7:00 PM at Elim           

Lutheran Church in Duluth. Donations accepted.  
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 “Deeply Rooted in a Boundless God”                                                                                     
2022 Northeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly Synopsis  

On April 29-May 1, 2022 the Northeastern Minnesota Synod gathered for their 35th Annual 
Synod Assembly. This was the first assembly to be held in person since 2020 and the first 
time the assembly offered a hybrid option. The theme verse for the assembly was Ephesians 
3:17b (CEV), “Stand firm and be deeply rooted in God’s love.” Bishop Amy Odgren 
welcomed everyone and chaired the assembly. Bishop Amy thanked everyone for participat-
ing, “We are people of the resurrection and new life is a    promise.” Reflecting on her 2020 
Call to serve as Bishop during COVID times, she lifted up the many ministry partners for the good work we 
share together. “This Call to serve as your Bishop has been humbling, daunting, yet joy filled as we remain 
hopeful in the gospel,” Odgren shared.  

Format: This was the first ever hybrid assembly with 77 participants gathering on Zoom and 197    in-person 
participants at Cragun’s Resort in Brainerd. The Quilt Auction and Marketplace were back but bidding was 
done online. Zoom participants had the opportunity to ask their questions and their faces were seen on the 
plenary screens.  

Worship Services & Devotions: All spoken portions of the worship services and daily devotions were 
based on the NE MN Synod Journey scripture text and were led in person. Thank you to the many vocalists, 
choirs, musicians, directors, accompanists who provided videos or mp3’s for our worship music. (You will see 
these running on the Synod website and FB page.) Thank you too, to Bethany Lutheran in Cromwell for the 
use of their processional cross and to Salem Lutheran in Deerwood for the use of their baptismal bowl. Bishop 
Amy Odgren preached at the Sunday morning service (video/manuscript available on the website) and led the 
assembly in an Affirmation of Baptism. Fourteen congregations provided music videos for the worship ser-
vices and devotions and more than 23 congregations were represented by the leaders for worship, devotions, 
IT, registration, etc. A huge Thank You to Legacy Productions and the tech/IT team for a job well done 
throughout the services and assembly!  

Dwelling in the Word: Catherine Anderson, Synod Minister for Discipleship & Christian Community, 
along with Pastor Erika Nilsen, Lord of Life – Baxter, led the assembly in a variety of methods of encountering 
scripture utilizing curriculum based on the NE MN Synod Journey/2022 ELCA Youth Gathering curriculum. 
Participants were deeply rooted in faith and connected to God and each other through table discussion and 
Zoom breakout conversations. You can download the curriculum to use with your adults and youth at 
www.nemnsynod.org/Curriculum.  

Resolutions  

22-1A  Memorial Calling for a Just Transition to 50% Reduction in US Greenhouse Gas      
Emissions by 2030 (from EcoFaith Network, supported by Heartland Conference) After much discussion,    
Memorial passed: 232 Yes 16  

No 22-2A Resolution: Afghan Adjustment Act - Caring for our Afghan Neighbors (from Heartland 
Conference) Resolution passed: 242 Yes 0  

No 22-3A Resolution: Supporting Refugees from Ukraine (from Heartland Conference) (from Heart-
land Conference) Resolution passed: 250 Yes 0 No  

• The Rev. Barbara Lund, the ELCA’s Sr. Director for Service and Justice brought greetings from 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and shared stories of how God’s work is being done throughout the 
world through our hands. The Northeastern Minnesota Synod’s mission support to the ELCA was 
$467,000 in 2023. From March 1-14 and from across the ELCA, over $4.5 million dollars were raised for 
Lutheran Disaster Response in Eastern Europe. On May 7, nine women will be ordained as Lutheran pas-
tors in Poland. The Northeastern Minnesota Synod has three Fund for Leaders Scholars in Meagan Es-
terby (called to serve in Philadelphia, PA), Laura Anderson (graduating this spring from Wartburg Semi-
nary and assigned to our synod), and Lars Anderson (completed internship now hired by LCM-Missoula, 
Montana). Pastor Barbara also provided updates on the YAGM opportunities, AMMPARO, Peace Not 
Walls, EcoFaith, Advocacy Ministries and Lutheran Disaster/Hunger Response.  

          Continued on page  
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• WELCA Greeting “Just This, Just Now” presented by SWO President Lynda Lochner 
who announced that the Northeastern Minnesota Women of the ELCA have already 
raised $10,000 for the Circle of Welcome, a partnership with LSS in sponsoring in    
Afghan family in Minnesota.  

• LEAD Core Team (Strategic plan development team) chairperson Deacon Susan    
Williams provided a PowerPoint presentation on the listening sessions which took 
place this past year to assist in formulating a synod wide strategy for ministry in the 
coming years. Participants were also encouraged to provide their input based on the 11 values listed in the 
report. The link for the full report is on the synod website/Home.  

• Synod Minister for Discipleship and Christian Community Catherine Anderson shared some   
sobering statistics regarding the loneliness among young people in her report, and how important it is we 
focus on developing relationships, discipleship practices, and leadership development to deeply root youth 
and adults in a better story. With these in mind, faith formation plans are moving forward in the coming 
year expanding the Leadership Camp pilot to include all youth and offering an All-Youth Gathering in   
November. You can read the full report here. 

•  New Ministry Opportunity! Amazed and excited at how the Holy Spirit works and puts people and 
resources into place, Director of Evangelical Mission/Synod Minister for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Deacon Colleen Bernu shared exciting news of a new partnership between CHUM, the Northeast Regional 
Corrections Center (NERCC) and the Northeastern Minnesota Synod and with the Rev. Victor St. George, 
the first rostered chaplain to serve NERCC in over 10 years. Pastor Victor, an ELCA Minister of Word & 
Sacrament, will expand the ministry to include sacraments at the request of those living in NERCC and 
explore how to develop a soft re-entry program that includes a worshiping community. 

              Midsommar Celebration 

Jenn Conboy, president of the Swedish Cultural Society of Duluth 

invites you to celebrate warm breezes, green grass, flowers and 

longer days! You are invited to a community Midsommar          

Celebration on Sunday, June 26 from 2 - 5 pm at Spirit of God 

Church, 2431 W. 3rd Street. There will be crafts and flower 

crowns to make, singing, dancing and Scandinavian refresh-

ments. 

 Outside Workday at Church Planned  

After Worship Fellowship 

The Property team invites you to join them to clean the grounds, 
plant flowers and/or paint. 

We will start working after Coffee Fellowship on Sunday, June 5. 
Please bring work clothes and lawn and garden equipment. There is 
plenty of work for all ages. 

Snacks provided. 

Rain date is June 12. 


