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Serving God, God’s People, and Our Community 

 

Blessed Advent, People of God! 
 
“There’s no place like home for the holidays” is 
a song that might get stuck in our heads this 
holiday. While it’s a secular song, it lifts up 
some of the themes we will be focusing on   
during Advent at church this year.  
Oh, there's no place like home for the holidays, 
'Cause no matter how far away you roam, 
When you pine for the sunshine of a friendly 
gaze, 
For the holidays, you can't beat home, sweet 
home. 
When Al Stillman wrote these lyrics, he caught that longing for wel-
come, comfort and safety many of us may feel not only at Christmas, 
but every day. We want to return to a place where we feel known and 
safe. If at no other time, the holidays might be that time when we can 
return “home.”  
 
Some of us have been blessed to know that sense of enfolding love 
and nourishing embrace in our own homes, with our loved ones.  
Others may not have been so lucky. We’re taught to hope for it, 
though; we’re promised it’s out there somewhere. There’s got to be a 
home where we belong.  
 
In faith, we trust that God is preparing a home for us. Jesus speaks of 
God’s house having many rooms, a place for each one of us. The angel 
shows a vision of a city where the people live in peace, illuminated by 
the brightness of God, who dwells at the center. The home God is  
preparing is a new world in which we are completely known, loved, 

and cared for. There is no more hate, anger, pain, grief, addiction, lack, or death. This is the home 
we are longing for. This is the home God is creating for us, both in the future and now.  
 
God has come into our world to create a home for us here. Jesus is God-come-to-make-this-home. 
Jesus made our world God’s home. Jesus invited in those people who were pushed out and pushed 
aside in order to build the kind of home God wants: a home where all are welcomed and valued. God 
is building this kind of home among us now, little by little, brick by brick, welcome by welcome.  
 
As Church, we create a home within our sanctuary. We gather as people with varied home-life expe-
riences, but in this church, we are all safe and welcome. It’s our calling to treat each other with com-
passion and respect and to tend to each other’s needs.  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                             Message continued on Page 2 
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Pastor’s message continued from page 1 
 

 
As people of faith, we practice being “home-makers.” We are called 
to create home outside the walls of our sanctuary. We advocate for 
those without a safe place to live, working for homes for those who 
are homeless, those fleeing violence, and those seeking a new life. 
We speak up and listen up for the dignity and honor of each person, 
reaching out in relationship to create a social home for everyone. We 
donate, serve, and support to provide nourishment and healing for 
every body. We follow Jesus’ example and command to create a 
home in this world as we prepare for the next.  
 
God has made God’s home within you. No matter how far away you 
roam, God travels with in. In God, you are always loved, valued, 
known, and cared for.  
 
God is with you! 
Pastor Liz 

   

Pastor 

Contact through church office, 

or email: 

pastorliz@oursaviorsduluth.org 

Office  

     Telephone: 218-624-3648 

secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org 

 

Sexton 

 Mon., Wed. & Fri.  8:30 - 12:30 

(New Hours) 

Please submit news articles       
for the January  Friend          

by December 21: 

     conboy_mike@hotmail.com        

Our Advent series is "Close to Home". 
 
Pick up a devotional at church. 
 
When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. 
The stories and scriptures of Advent are tender, heavy 
with emotion, and vulnerable. We hold the memories 
and truths of this season close to our hearts. Close to 
Home acknowledges that Emmanuel is with us, and yet, 
God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully 
realized. We long for God to come close. 
This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who 
dwells intimately with us. May we expand safety and 
sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. May we 
come home—wherever home is found—to live fully with 
joy, hope, and courage. 

 
Advent Bible Study: Close to Home 
 

Wednesdays 2:15 pm at United Lutheran Church 701 3rd Ave, Proctor 
We will discuss the lessons and artwork that is included in the "Close to Home" devotional booklet. 
Pick up a booklet at church.  
Nov 17: Week 1  
Dec 1: Week 2 
Dec 8: Week 3 
Dec 15: Week 4 
Dec 22: Christmas/Epiphany - TBD based on participant availability. 
 

Advent Study: Pilgrimage in Palestine- Zoom Wednesdays at 7-8pm Dec 1-22 
 

Advent Pilgrimage in Palestine is a four-week virtual pilgrimage from the ELCA’s Peace Not Walls 
and Young Adult Ministry teams featuring young adult voices from the ELCA and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land.  
 

*Please RSVP to Pastor Liz by Nov 29 to receive Zoom link. Minimum class participants: 5.  
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Longest Night & Carols by the Campfire:            
Dec 16 ~ Hosted at United 

 

6 pm Indoor Worship with a focus on loss and hope 
7 pm Outdoor Carols around a campfire with marshmallows 

 
Travel the Christmas Story 

 

Drive to churches throughout the area to view the Christmas story. The first station is at               
United Lutheran Church 701 Third Street, Proctor. Our Savior’s is the third station.                        

Pick up a packet with prayers and directions. Every night until Christmas.  
Many thanks to those who helped with our display!  

 
Christmas Eve Worship 

 

4 pm at Our Savior’s, 4831 Grand Ave, Duluth 
 

7 pm at United, 701 Third Street, Proctor 
 

COVID and Worship 
 

We are experiencing higher COVID numbers in our county. Our commitment is to provide worship 
opportunities as safely as possible. Worship is live-streamed to our Facebook page. Indoor worship 
safety is aided by everyone wearing a mask, being vaccinated, and having air exchange. We under-

stand that it is cold outside, but need to have some windows open for ventilation. Please plan to 
dress warmly for worship.  

Travel the Christmas Story 

Drive-to Scenes of the Nativity at Duluth-Area ELCA Congregations 

The Christmas story is a traveling tale. Prophets prepare the road ahead. God travels into this world to be 
found among us, born to a regular family in occupied territory, journeying as ordered by the emperor. Angels 
travel to earth to bring God’s message of good news, favor, and peace. Shepherds and magi travel to discover 
this One born for them. Under threat of violence, the Holy Family flees to safety. As you drive from site to 
site, reflect on the movement within this sacred story. God has travelled for us, God travels with us, and God 
will meet us on the road ahead. With great joy, we invite you into Advent and Christmas season. 

Scene 1: Prepare the Way!        United Lutheran Church — 701 3rd Ave, Proctor 

Scene 2: Angels Visit Mary and Joseph    Elim Lutheran Church – 6101 Cody Street 

Scene 3: The Empire Calls for a Census; Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem 

               Our Savior’s Evangelical Lutheran Church — 4831 Grand Avenue 

Scene 4: Jesus is Born      First Lutheran Church — 1100 E Superior St 

Scene 5: Incarnation      Trinity Lutheran Church — 1108 E. 8th Street 

Scene 6: Angels visit the Shepherds in the Fields      Kenwood Lutheran Church — 2720 Myers Avenue 

Scene 7: Shepherds and Angels with Baby Jesus       Holy Cross Lutheran Church — 410 N Arlington Ave 

Scene 8: The Visit of the Magi & The Holy Family Escape to Egypt             Grace Lutheran Church — 
    5454 Miller Trunk Hwy, Hermantown 
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 December 2021 Worship Lessons 
 

December 5, 2021  ~  Second Sunday of Advent 

Prayer of the Day Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your   

only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 ;  Luke 1:68-79 (78);  Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6  

December 12, 2021 ~ Second Sunday of Advent 

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20;  Isaiah 12:2-6  
Second Reading: Philippians 5:4-7;  Gospel Reading: Luke 3:7-18 
 
December 19, 2021 ~ Second Sunday of Advent 
 
First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a;  Psalm: Psalm 80: 1-7; Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
 
December 25  ~ Christmas  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 62:6-12;  Psalm: Psalm 97(11); Second Reading: Titus 3:4-7  
Gospel Reading: Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 
 
December 26 ~ First Sunday of Christmas 
 
First Reading: Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm: Psalm 148 (13)    
Second reading: Colossians 3:12-17;  Gospel Reading: Luke 2:41-52 

Congregational Meeting 

A Congregational meeting will be held Sunday, December 12 in the    
sanctuary immediately following the worship service.  Coffee will be in 
the Fellowship Hall after the meeting. One of the Agenda items will be to 
vote on is the 2022 Budget.  Information packets for the meeting will be 
available on Sunday, November 28 and Sunday, December 5.  

Giving Tree to Benefit Many 

The annual ‘Giving Tree’ will be in the lounge through 

December to decorate with donations of home made or 

store bought mittens, gloves, scarves, socks, and hats. 

All sizes from infants to adults are needed! 

There will be space under the tree for items needed for adults by the CHUM Street Outreach Pro-
gram. Items needed: lip balm, winter socks, hand warmers, hats, waterproof gloves, pillar candles, 
gas cards, wallets, solar lights and tarps (not blue). The Naomi and Rebekah Circles wish to thank 
everyone in advance for your generous support of this project. As items are collected, they will be 
kept safe in the office. 
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October 2021 

 

*Attendance Oct. Deposit Dates   Income 

Oct.  3:  46  Oct.  7   $8,325.64 

Oct. 10:  39  Oct.  12  $1,053.80 

Oct. 17:  47  Oct.  21   $6,056.00 

Oct. 24:  18  Oct.  28   $1,214.00 

Oct. 31:  31        

  (Online donations)  $  100.00 

      (Direct Deposit)      $  660.00 
  

    

   Income          $17,409.44  

   Expenses          $14,353.78 

 
  

*Plus Facebook and website views. 

 

Worship Opportunities 
 

The people of United Lutheran Church of Proctor especially invite you, the people of Our Savior's, to 
worship with them in Proctor on Sunday mornings at 11am, if you're unable to make the 9 am       
service at Our Savior's. You're invited to bring your Our Savior's offering envelope to United, and it 
will be delivered to Our Savior's to continue to support the ministry of your congregation. We        
celebrate our partnership for the well-being of both congregations! 

Help Wanted 

Worship Assistants needed: Assisting 

ministers, ushers, sound system, FB 

Live (monitor the tablet) and coffee 

fellowship. Contact the secretary by 

email or phone. 

Join us to Warm Up the Holidays in 2021!  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Duluth, MN is excited to host a 
fleece tie blanket project for Christmas. Our goal is to gather 120 
blankets (ideally more) to be delivered to those in need within our 
community. Our Savior’s is currently working with CASDA,            
Renaissance House and Bethany Crisis Center for distribution, but 
we’re also pursuing other distribution sites as well. 

There are multiple ways you can help: either by tying blankets or donating fleece. The requested 
blanket size is 2 yards by 1 yard and costs approximately $24 per blanket. 

Instructions for making tie blankets can be found here: 

https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Fleece-Tie-Blanket 

If you’d like to help or need more information you can contact Our Savior’s Church Office 
at         218-624-3648 or secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org. Thank you! 

Offering Envelopes for 2022 
 

Members who requested weekly    
envelopes for 2021 will receive the 
2022 weekly envelopes by mid      
December. Packets of monthly      
envelopes for 2022 will be available 
on the tables by the sanctuary doors 
or mailed by request (call the 
church office 624-3648).  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikihow.com%2FMake-a-Fleece-Tie-Blanket&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9fd2884ad17d417d9abf08d9b1510384%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637735783770158105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4
tel:2186243648
mailto:secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org
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Meet Our New Members & Friends 

 Deacon Colleen, Johanna, Chuck Bernu                   April Benedict      Robert Williams 

 

We welcome new members  and 
friends to Our Savior's. Please take 

time to introduce yourself! 
 

 

 

         Laurie Kynell 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

The Altar Guild would like to have poinsettia plants to decorate the Chancel area of our church.  The 

single 6” pot plants will be ordered through the church office and you have the choice between red, 

pink and red/white mix.  They will be used for the Christmas Eve service on December 24th at 

4:00pm.   They may be taken home following Christmas Eve worship. 

To order, fill out the following information and return it with payment of $13.00 per 

plant through the offering plate, or mail, no later than December 12th.  Make checks payable 

to Our Savior’s with “poinsettia” on the memo line.  Acknowledgment will be noted in the worship 

bulletin. 

Number of Plants by color:  Red ___ Pink ___ Red/White___ 

NAME:______________________________________________ 

PHONE:_____________________________________________ 

GIVEN IN MEMORY OF: _________________________________ 

GIVEN IN HONOR OF: __________________________________ 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $__________________ 
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Connect with Pastor Liz 

Pastor’s drop in hours: Wed 11-1, Thurs 1-3; appointments welcomed 

Groups Meeting at OSLC 
 

Mondays:  10:30 am:  Coffee and Conversation (all Coffee & Conversation days are open to members   
         and friends) 
 

2nd Monday, December 13: Finnish Group 5:30 - 8:30 
 

Tuesdays: 9:30 - 11:00 am:  AA Women’s Group 
 

Tuesdays: 6:30 - 8:15 pm:  AA Support Group 
 

Wednesdays: 10:30 am:  Coffee and Conversation 
 

 

Wednesday December 8: Alzheimer’s Support Group at 1:00 pm 
 

 

Fridays:  10:30 am:  Coffee and Conversation 
 

Saturdays:  9:00 - 10:45 am:  OA Support Group 
 

1st Saturday, December 4: 4:30 - 7:30 Support Group 
 

Wearing masks inside the building is still required.   

Announcements 

 There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 12 immediately following the     
worship service.  A vote will be taken to approve the 2022 Budget.   

 Youth Group: Dec 8, 4:30-5:30pm- Hosted at United in Proctor 
 
 There will be a Visitation Team Update meeting and holiday social in the lounge on Thursday, 

December 16, 2021 at 1 pm. Jenn Conboy will call you to RSVP. Please plan to attend. 

Norton Park UMC Christmas Cookie, Craft & Vendor Fair 

Saturday, Dec 11, 9 am - 2 pm      436 N. 79th Ave W. 

Saturday Morning OSLC Breakfast Groups 

Women’s Breakfast Group: Meet at the Tappa Keg at 10:00 am, except on the 4th Sat. 

Men’s Breakfast Group: Meets Saturdays at 8:30 am at Fosters. 

 70 "Hope for the Holidays" cards are being mailed to the Lutheran Immigra-
tion and Refugee Service from members of Our Savior's.  Thank you to Dave 
Thornton for organizing this project. 

 Work on the roof over the front doors has been completed.  Thank you to the 
Foundation for providing the monies for the roof repairs, to Property Team mem-
bers for providing the direction and to the Jamar Company for doing the work.  

 Thank you to Robert Jenko for organizing Our Savior's portion of "Travel the Christmas     
Story" light display and to Dave Thornton for his assistance with the project.   
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O Holy Night” 

Friday, December 3, 2021 & Saturday, December 4, 2021     7 to 9:00 p.m. 

The College of St. Scholastica Choral Ensembles presents their annual Christmas 
concert, reflecting on the season through song. This program, the first concert with 
our new Director of Choral Activities, Richard Carrick, will fill you with hope and 
welcome you into the Christmas spirit. 

The Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary, 2801 E. Fourth St., Duluth 

College of St. Scholastica Choral Ensembles present their annual Christmas concert, reflecting 
on the season through song.  

COST: $15 general admission   Masks are required for audience members. 

CONTACT: Spotlight Arts and Lectures      Email: btepler@css.edu          Phone: 218.723.7000 
      

CHUM Christmas Eve Vigil 

 Please gather in the circle at the steps of City Hall on noon on De-
cember 24th to join our     memorial service for the people from 
our community who were homeless or had experienced homeless-
ness, and who died in 2021. 

Volunteers needed at the Warming Center 

Contact Joel Kilgour at 218-340-4356 

News from Outreach 

• The Saturday Free Breakfast served 72 bagged breakfasts on 11/27/21.  There were 10 bags given to 

Faith Haven and the rest were distributed to people at the CHUM drop-in-center downtown.  The 

plan is to provide free bagged breakfasts again on Saturday 12/18/21 since the fourth Saturday falls 

on December 25 this year. 

• The Concrete Block Garden Box project was completed for the current season this year.  We        

completed 4 concrete block garden boxes at the VYC outdoor community garden this month.  We 

used all of the Thrivent grant money and we got donations from Arrowhead Block and labor from 

Skyline Rotary.  The plan is to continue with replacement of the 6 remaining lower wooden beds in 

the Spring.  Each block garden box costs about $125 to make. 

• Winter in the West will take place at Memorial Field on 1/29/22.  Our Savior's will be 

partnering with VYC to provide some food (roasting hot dogs and making S'Mores).  We will also 

supervise some outdoor games and artwork as we did in the past.  All activities will be at Memorial 

Field.  There is a need for volunteers, contact Karl Isakson or Dave Thornton. 

• There is information on a table in the hallway entrance to the sanctuary near the choir seating 

showing what Outreach is currently involved with.  Stop by and see what are some of the ways you 

can get involved with outreach. Currently, there is information on the Good Gifts program at World 

Hunger.  There is also a note announcing that we sent in 70 Christmas Cards for "Hope for the  

Holidays" so that people detained at immigration centers can receive a note of support during their 

unsettled time. 
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Sponsoring The FRIEND   
 

Barb Mathson is sponsoring the December Friend. 

Thank you to Lois Lindskog & Janet Lindskog Bierbaum for         

sponsoring the December FRIEND in memory of Beverly      

Lindskog Gulbranson’s December 10 birthday and Lynn Russel 

Peterson & Lois Lindskog in memory of Ruth Peterson's           

December 1 birthday. 
 

Thank you for sponsoring The Friend newsletter to honor or   
memorialize a loved one! The $20 donation will help defray the 
cost of paper, printing and mailing. Please contact Anita or Jenn. 

 

Augustana Care 

Thurley Ling 
 

Franciscan Care 

Wesley Winter 
 

Home 

Sharon Larson 
 

Superior 

Faye Griffin 

 

Osseo 

Robert (Bobby) Budd 
 

Maywood 

Bob Lippert 
 

River Hill Assisted L. 

Beryl Rodin 

Edgewood 
Vista 

Bill Leslie 

Betty Craven 

Corrine Weiss 
 

Dudley & 
Pam Carlson 

Prayers for our shut-ins.  

Fellowship  

"The Fellowship time following the worship services on Sunday need people to        

volunteer to serve and clean up.  Call the church office to volunteer for a Sunday or 

sign up in the Fellowship Hall."  

  8  Michael Casey 

  9 Richard Smith 

  9 Ernest Winter 

11  Diane Thompson 

13 Louise Carlson 

13  Martin Larson 

16  Ross Benedict 

20   Christine Mielke 

20 Lauren Pozniak 

20   Janet Thornton 

22 Owen Claflin 

23 Betty Craven 

25   John Reider 

26 Sarah Zapp Westholm 

29 Roger Lofald 

29 Shari Mlodozyniec 

 

   
  
  
  

                1   Timothy & Shari Mlodozyniec 

              11   Roger & Jill Lofald 

  12  Bart & Lisa Smith 

Inter-Faith  Care Center 
Isabel Vatne 

Devotionals 

Small devotionals are available (Dec-Feb). Large print             
devotional are available for December. The new large print      

for Jan-Mar will be available by mid-December.   
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Prayer Requests 

Members: 

Beryl Rodin - health concerns   Kate Benson - health concerns        Steve Olcott - health concerns 

Bob Lippert - health concerns   Dodo Erickson - health concerns     

Betty Melde - health concerns   Sharon Larson - stroke recovery  

Friends and Family: 

Todd Lofald (Roger Lofald’s cousin) - brain cancer 

Duane & Carol Fike - health concerns 

Drayden Hill (Martin Larson's nephew) - suspicious brain mass 
 

Janet Delperdang (Shirley Muscatello’s sister) - follow-up treatments from a stem cell transplant 

Craig Massie (Shamra Benson's father) - stroke recovery & (mother Pam) - health concerns 

David Lengyel (Beryl Rodin’s son) - recovering well from a recent grand mal seizure 

Kayson (Shamra Benson’s nephew) - health concerns 

Doug Houchins (Kim’s husband) - hospice at Viewcrest 

Alex Hein - health concerns & Jan Hein - Strength (Kathleen Hein’s family)   

Dale Hollingsworth (Jill Lofald’s brother) - health concerns 

Bonnie Swanberg (Kris Benson's mother) - health concerns 

Michelle Hanson (Rosemary Hanson’s Cousin) - health concerns 

Val Lucht (Ardelle Pfuhl’s Sister-in-law) - health concerns 

Family and friends of Dale Wiskerchen, including Pat Nilsen, Lori Fride, and Pam Merrier-grieving 
 

Family and friends of Matthew Schmidt, including Laurie Kynell and her friend Linda-grieving 
 

John & Judy (Dave & Jan Thornton friends) - health concerns 

Patty Murto (Jill Lofald’s sister) - health concerns 

Terry McCann (David Gadbaw’s friend) - leukemia 

John Lund (Mari Anne Isakson’s brother/Karl's’ uncle) - skin cancer 

Dan Miller - health concerns 

**Please notify the church if there are additions or deletions on our prayer list** 

OSLC Circles 
 

The Rebekah Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 14 in the                             
Library-Lounge. We will have a Christmas social and assemble 15 gift bags           
for the women’s shelter. Each will contain gloves, hats, homemade scarves                

and a wide variety of useful personal care items 
 

The Naomi Circle will meet on Thursday,  December 9 at 1:00 pm                                     
in the Library-Lounge. 

Broadway Is Open  ~  Save the Date  ~ April 30, 2022 

“New York! New York!”  themed  High Tea & Auction 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Benefit for LSS 


