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Dear People of God,
We begin November with All Saints’ Day.
For Lutherans, saints are all of God’s
people. We are baptized into Christ and
given his righteousness as a gift. There’s
nothing holier than thou about us saints,
we’re just ordinary people loved with the
extraordinary love of God. While there
might be some people who have lived into
their faith in ways that encourage and
inspire us, we don’t believe that there are
people who because of what they’ve done are somehow more special
or more close to God than others. On all Saints’ Day, we celebrate
that it’s through God’s work that we are made welcome in God’s love.
In today’s world, it’s hard to be a hero. We’re quick to call out
people’s mistakes and their sin. Maybe in the past, we overlooked the
bad choices of our heroes, or we simply didn’t know the complexity of
the people we honored. As Lutherans, we are ok with complexity. We
know things aren’t so easy as to call one person good and another
bad. We can honor some things about what a person has done while
also naming the ways they have been harmful to others and need to
change.

Lutherans say that all people are saints and sinners at the same time. We are justified (made right)
in our relationship with God because Jesus in his love and mercy has made us so, and God has
declared us so. We are stuck in sin because we continue to choose the ways of life that are selfish,
hurtful, and draw us away from God and loving the world and all living beings as God loves.
Sometimes people talk to me about feeling like they can’t pray or go to church or expect anything
from God because they’ve done things they know are wrong. Or maybe they think they’ve crossed the
line with something they’ve said. This comes from an image of God that is more like how we live
than how God is. They’re believing that God has a line we can’t cross- or else. As if God has decided
what is too bad for us to do, if we do that thing, forgiveness is off the table.
Message continued on Page 2
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Pastor’s message continued from page 1

Remember that Jesus died on the cross, and even as people were
killing him, he said, “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34a). We have
the ability to be horrible things, and yet God still has the power to
forgive us. “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans
5:8). God has made the choice to be faithful to us, no matter how
faithful we are. “(Nothing)…can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39b). In love, God reaches out to
us and claims us as God’s own beloved ones even and especially
when we are turned away from God.

Pastor
Contact through church office,
or email:
pastorliz@oursaviorsduluth.org

Office
Telephone: 218-624-3648
secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org

Sexton
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8:30 - 12:30

On All Saints’ Day we celebrate all the baptized, especially those who
(New Hours)
have been baptized in the past year, and we remember all who have
Please submit news articles
for the December Friend
died, especially those who have died in the past year. We think of all
by November 21:
these people we love in order to remember how much God loves
conboy_mike@hotmail.com
them and us. In God, we are all united and loved. God is not bound
by time, so even those who have died are united with us through JeThe FRIEND newsletter editors:
sus. We all wait for the day of resurrection, when all that is sinful
Mike & Jenn Conboy
about us will be washed away and we will be healed, whole, and forgiven in the love and life of Christ. Then we will be fully and completely God’s saints, sinners no
longer. Until then, we continually live by the grace of God, relying on God’s mercy and faithfulness,
rejoicing that God loves us, no matter what.
God is with you!
Pastor Liz

“Friends” and “New Members” to be received November 7
Our Savior’s has a two step membership process that begins
with becoming a “friend” of Our Savior’s. “Friends” are paired
with sponsors who help them explore what it means to be a
part of the community, joining together for Bible study, circle,
worship assisting, service projects, and fellowship. This gives
the opportunity for new folks to build relationships and connections to the ministry of Our Savior’s, finding where their passions and gifts might best be used.
“Members” have a greater commitment to the congregation and gain the ability to vote in
congregational meetings. If you’re interested in becoming a “friend” or “member,” or are willing to
serve as a sponsor, contact Pastor Liz.

Connect with Pastor Liz
Connect with Pastor Liz: pastorliz@oursaviorsduluth.org
Drop-in Wednesdays 10:45-12:45, Thursdays 1-3.
Call or text Sun-Thurs or in an emergency: 218-461-0933
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November 2021 Worship Lessons
November 7, 2021 ~ Time after Pentecost
Windows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes
who pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor
widow who in his view gave far more than the major donor. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of
compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does
something of great importance.
First Reading: I Kings 17:8-16; Psalm: Psalm 146; Second Reading: Hebrews 9:24-28
Gospel Reading: Mark 12:38-44
November 14, 2021 ~ Time after Pentecost
November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we anticipate Christ's coming
again. So the readings today tell of the final resurrection and the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and
disbelief that these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way
for us where there is no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water,
trusting the one who has promised. The more we see the last day approaching, the more important it is to
meet together to provoke one another to love.
First Reading: Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm: Psalm 16; Second Reading: Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25
Gospel Reading: Mark 13:1-8
November 21, 2021 ~ Christ the King Sunday
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, they still longed for a true king to set things right.
He would have the king’s title of anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (son of
Man) given dominion in Daniels’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of live.
First Reading: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm: Psalm 93; Second Reading: Revelation 1:4b-8
Gospel Reading: John 18:33-37
Thu. November 25 ~ Day of Thanksgiving
First Reading: Deuteronomy 8:7-18 Psalm: Psalm 65 (3) 2; Second Reading: Corinthians 9:6-15
Gospel Reading: Luke 17:11-19
November, 28 ~ First Sunday of Advent
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10 (1); Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Gospel Reading: Luke 21:25-36
Jeremiah 33:14-16: 14The

days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it
will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness."
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Outreach News
The project to replace some of the community
garden boxes at the Valley Youth Center was started
Saturday, October 16. With help from the Skyline Rotary
Club, Dave Thornton completed two of the 10 garden
boxes in need of replacement. This project is funded by a
Thrivent grant from Pat Nilsen. The blocks were donated
by Arrowhead Concrete and Block company. Because of the donation, there is enough money in the grant
to do two more concrete garden boxes. The next project
work call date is Saturday, November 6 from 10 AM to 3
PM. Contact Dave Thornton (218 349 9414) if you can
help.
The Free Saturday bagged breakfast is still on for the 4th Saturday in the month starting at 9:30
AM. We generally make up 70 breakfast sandwich bags to be distributed to people as they show up
outside near the church door facing Faith Haven. Any bags that are not picked up are distributed to
the CHUM drop-in Center or one of the homeless camps. You can donate money to the Free Breakfast Fund through the church office and/or you can volunteer to work the event. Contact Kathy
Hannan or Dave Thornton if you are interested.
The Food Shelf is in need of cash donations to increase their purchasing power to provide needed
food resources to those in need in our community. You can donate to the Chum Food Shelf either
through our church office (with a noted designation to give to the Food Shelf) or by going online to
chumduluth.org.
Dave Thornton has information on the ELCA Good Gifts program. There are many ways listed
in the catalog to give meaningful Christmas gifts of God's gift of love to others in need. If you are
interested in either being the contact person for this year's Good Gifts Program or just participating
in it, contact Dave Thornton.
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) needs donations to help serve the new
refugees coming in from Afghanistan. The Outreach Board and others have donated $500 to this
cause so far. If you are interested in donating, you can do so through the Church office or go to
https://www.lirs.org. LIRS also has a way to give hope to those trying to resettle by collecting cards
with messages of hope and support to give to the people in resettlement camps. This program is
called "Hope for the Holidays" and we plan on doing this again this year. Contact Dave Thornton if
interested.
Winter in the West will be held again this winter season on any one of the following dates
(January 22, 29, February 5, 12, 2022). The final decision on the date will be available in a few
weeks. Our Church will provide a Free Breakfast at 10 AM on that date serviced at Memorial Park
(where most all of the activities will occur). Karl Isakson will organize a bean bag toss tournament
and maybe an outdoor volley ball game at the Park. The other activities we used to do outside near
our church in the past will be done at Memorial during the afternoon on that date. There is a need
for people to help out with this event. Contact either Karl Isakson or Dave Thornton.
Now for something to think on. As I was tearing apart the tamarack wood garden boxes at VYC, I
could not help but notice that the scrubby, cracked surface on these old planks appeared to make
them useless, but as you cut across the grain the hardy structure of the wood remained intact
slightly below the weathered layer. There still could be a good use yet for these old boards. I started
to think about how sometimes I appear scrubby and weathered myself to others on the outside, but I
still have solid hope to serve and work as God's instrument of hope on the inside. That song from
the Spamalot musical resounded in my head "Always Look On The Bright Side of Life".
Dave Thornton, Outreach Chair
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At 2 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021, Daylight Saving Time
ends. Turn your clocks back by one hour, which means
you gain one hour, in order to "fall back."
A Future with Hope: Fall Stewardship Campaign.
We reflect on the Biblical narrative of God's people experiencing displacement and then
being brought together to build a new future as we reflect on this past year and God's
vision for our future as the people of Our Savior's. Stay tuned for more information in
your inbox or mailbox.
Dedication of pledges will be November 21, 2021
Saturday Morning OSLC Breakfast Groups
Women’s Breakfast Group: Meet at the Tappa Keg at 10:00 am, except on the 4th Sat.
Men’s Breakfast Group: Meets Saturdays at 8:30 am at Fosters, except on the 4th Sat.

Worship Opportunities
The people of United Lutheran Church of Proctor especially invite you, the people of Our Savior's, to
worship with them in Proctor on Sunday mornings at 11am, if you're unable to make the 9 am
service at Our Savior's. You're invited to bring your Our Savior's offering envelope to United, and it
will be delivered to Our Savior's to continue to support the ministry of your congregation. We
celebrate our partnership for the well-being of both congregations!

Help Wanted

September 2021
*Attendance
Sept. 5: 37
Sept. 12: 33
Sept. 19: 37
Sept. 26: 39

Sept. Deposit Dates
Income
Sept. 2
$2,324.00
Sept. 9
$1,214.91
Sept. 14
$1,721.00
Sept. 21
$1,030.00
Sept. 30
$1,035.00
(Online donations)
$ 100.00
(Direct Deposit)
$ 610.00
(United)
Income
Expenses

Worship Assistants needed: Assisting
ministers, ushers, sound system, FB
Live (monitor the tablet) and coffee
fellowship. Contact the secretary by
email or phone.

$3,825.44
$11,860.35
$14,163.89

*Plus Facebook and website views.
Includes: 2 months benevolence to Synod, 4th
quarter benevolences, VLM, LSS and Salvation
Army, new snowblower (Cost to be reimbursed)
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Meet Our Members
Each month, “The Friend” will highlight at least one member of Our Savior’s. Each of our members
are special and it is important to have a connection with each other. When contacted, please
consider sharing your own story for future issues.
Mike Bail grew up in West Duluth, and at one time lived in a house (now
torn down) right next to Our Savior’s. Though we call him Mike here at
church, he tells us that most of his friends and family outside of church
know him as “Mick.” He was introduced to OLS by his cousin Kathy
Miller, daughter of members Ken and Harriet Miller, who are also Mike’s
godparents. After attending vacation bible school with his cousin Kathy
one summer, Mike’s parents joined OSL. Mike attended Sunday School,
Youth Group, was confirmed, and has been a member of Our Savior’s
ever since. He is the father to two children, Adrianna and Tristan, and has
been an independent owner/broker for a financial advisory firm for the
past 28 years. One of Mike’s many interests is music, and he admits to
possessing an extensive music library of at least 50,000 songs of all genres. Mike has shared his musical gifts with the church by playing his guitar and singing for events and is currently a part of a new group playing
around the Duluth area.
Mike has filled many roles at Our Savior’s and is currently serving as a Co-Vice President of the
Parish Planning Council. In the past he has been a Sunday School teacher and assisted with the
confirmation program. Mike currently serves on the Stewardship Team and was previously the
chair.
Mike states that he “deeply appreciates growing up in our church – the friends I have made, the
things I have learned, and activities and causes I have been able to participate in, and the pride of
knowing what value we bring to the West Duluth community.” He says that he holds a sense of
reverence for the church’s history and has respect for the people who have helped to pioneer our
journey to this point.

Thank you to Sherm Carlson for researching information for a new
snowblower and new riding lawn mower for the church, to Bill
Fraundorf for working with Jamar to replace the rubber roofing over
the front entry, and the other members of the Property Team for their
support of these projects. Team members: Karl Isakson (Chair),
Ken Miller, Dick Smith, Dave Thornton, Gary Erdahl, Mike
Bail (PPC liaison).
Thank you to the Our Savior's Lutheran Church Foundation for
providing the funding to purchase the equipment needed to stream
the worship services, to replace the rubber roofing over the front entry, and to purchase a new snowblower and a new riding lawn mower. Supporting the Foundation makes all these projects possible!

For Sale
Two short-sleeved navy Our Savior's polo shirts .
Men's Medium $20 ~ Lady’s XXL $20
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Groups Meeting at OSLC
Mondays: 10:30 am: Coffee and Conversation (all Coffee & Conversation days are open to members
and friends)
Tuesdays: 6:30-8:15 pm: AA Support Group
Tuesdays: 9:30-11:00 am: AA Women’s Group
Wednesdays: 10:30 am: Coffee and Conversation
Wednesday November 10: Alzheimer’s Support Group at 1:00 pm
Fridays: 10:30 am: Coffee and Conversation
Saturdays: 9:00-10:45 am: OA Support Group

1st Saturday, November 6: 4:30—7:30 Support Group
Wearing masks inside the building is still required.

“Closer to Home” Advent Series
Begins November 28.
Devotional booklets will be available at church.

Congregational Updates
•

The Covid virus continues to persist and affect all of our lives. We were able to resume normal
worship life and normal church lives with certain safety and health protocols in place. This
includes the wearing of masks whenever indoors in our building, limiting large gatherings,
proper ventilation, and appropriate social distancing. Please get vaccinated and encourage
friends and family to get vaccinated. This is the only way to get through this pandemic. Don’t
gamble with your health and the health of your family.

•

A huge Thank You to the Foundation that has proved us with funding for the purchase of a new
snowblower and new riding lawnmower. They also provided for the roof repairs over the front
entrance. The Foundation also approved the purchase and installation for updating our ability to
further provide online streaming of our worship services and special events that will occur in our
worship area. More and more churches are relying on streaming services to stay in touch with
congregational members and our community. We are always looking for people with ideas on
how to use our streaming services moving forward.

•

Thank you to all who participated in our listening sessions on Sept. 26. A lot of information was
gathered that morning and will help the PPC move forward with some steps in the future. We
have to remember that we are in partnership with United Lutheran Church in Proctor and some
decisions we make can be done independently while others may have an impact on them. More
on that to come.

•

Finally, as we approach this holiday season please remember that there are members in our
community and world who continue to struggle with health, unemployment, mental health,
poverty homelessness, and displacement. Many lives have been disrupted by floods, hurricanes,
and fires. Please remember those in your prayers and with your generosity.
In Christ, Rick Benson, President
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CHUM 2021 Outreach Fundraiser
The CHUM 2021 Outreach Fundraiser will raise funds this year for
CHUM's Street Outreach team, led by Deb Holman. Every week she and
her team seek out these most vulnerable of our neighbors to provide basic
necessities for survival – food, water, tents, sleeping bags, and warm
clothing. The outreach team also connects people in need to our Warming
Center and other local resources in order to help stabilize their lives and
find permanent housing. We walk beside these, our neighbors, on their
journey. Your support makes it possible.
On any given night in Duluth there are at least 200 people living unsheltered; in the woods, under
bridges, or in makeshift encampments.
Imagine the deep anxiety they feel every day, wondering:
• What or how will I eat today?
• Where will I sleep tonight?
• How will I stay warm and dry?
• Who might I come in contact with that might expose me to
Covid?
Who can I turn to?
One of the places they can go is to the Warming Center. During the last winter season, a total of 566
Duluthians experienced unsheltered homelessness at some point from November through April. On
the busiest night, 74 people checked into the Warming Center which was open 129 nights with 26 of
those nights the temperature was below zero. The coldest night hit – 28 degrees.
Each day Deb Holman and her team go out to the camps to visit with the unsheltered Duluthians to
ensure their needs are being met. She and her team work closely with the City of Duluth and St.
Louis County to get the unsheltered services and items they need, such as medical care, food, housing
support, and most importantly dignity and hope.
Please join us and support the CHUM Street Outreach program with your contribution today and
help us reach our auction goal of $50,000.
Donate online as part of the Our Savior's team:
https://betterunite.com/OurSaviorsEvangelicalLutheranChurch-chumduluth-chumduluthchum2021outreachfundraiser
Please join us and support the CHUM Street Outreach program by bidding on many great auction items donated by our friends in the community.
Help us reach our auction goal of $10,000.
To view items and bid from October 29 - Nov. 8: Online @ www.chumduluth.org

The CHUM Warming Center needs your help!
The Warming Center is a safe night time space for people who are experiencing homelessness or stranded during Duluth’s
cold winter months. As many as 100 people will check in to the Warming Center every night, some just to warm up and
some to spend the entire night.
The Warming Center is located at the Rainbow Center downtown but will be moving to a permanent location in Lincoln
Park in January. It is a collaboration between CHUM, Loaves & Fishes, the City of Duluth, St Louis County and the Duluth
HRA. We rely on a generous community of volunteers and donors to stay open to those in need.
Volunteer requirements
Must be over 18
Must take part in a volunteer orientation
Weekly commitment preferred
Must be fully vaccinated against Covid-19 and wear a mask when at the Warming Center
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2 Barb Beverage
2 Bart Smith
3 Lois Erickson
4 Lauryn Anderson
5 Adam Reynolds
5 James Rys
8 Grace Thornton
9 Lyvia Kamunen
10 Lynn Muscatello
10 Maddie Rice
14 Mary Unden
15 Steve Reynolds
17 LeeAnn Stromberg
18 Paige Claflin
19 Beth Duncan
19 Rosemary Hanson
19 Jared Thornton
23 Roxanne Bijold
23 Michael Conboy
23 Debbie Jacobson
23 David Thornton
25 Glen Merrier
26 Lorraine Smith
27 James Hannan
27 Janet Netland
27 Martha Hanson
29 Donald Farrell

November 19

Ron & Barb Beverage

November 24

Richard & Joan Smith

November 24

Riley & Hannah Jenko

Sponsoring The FRIEND
Barb Mathson is sponsoring the November Friend.
Mike & Jenn Conboy are sponsoring the November Friend in
honor of the November birthdays of Mike, son Peirce, and
granddaughter Kyla.
Sherm & Louise Carlson are donating $100 to The Friend.
Thank you for sponsoring The Friend newsletter to honor or memorialize a loved one! The $20 donation will help defray the cost
of paper, printing and mailing. Please contact Anita or Jenn C.

Prayers for our shut-ins.
Augustana Care
Thurley Ling
Franciscan Care
Wesley Winter
Home
Sharon Larson

Superior
Faye Griffin

Edgewood
Vista
Bill Leslie
Betty Craven
Corrine Weiss
Dudley &
Pam Carlson

Osseo
Robert (Bobby) Budd
Maywood
Bob Lippert
River Hill Assisted L.
Beryl Rodin

Inter-Faith Care Center
Isabel Vatne

Sympathy
To the family (Debbie and John Jacobson, Theresa Jacobson,
Heather, Maddie and Brian Lilliberg) and friends of Janice
Roman, mother of Debbie Jacobson, who died October 13.

Fellowship
"The Fellowship time following the worship services on Sunday will be discontinued after November 7 service unless people volunteer to serve and clean up. Call the
church office to volunteer for a Sunday or sign up in the Fellowship Hall."
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Prayer Requests
Members:
Beryl Rodin - health concerns
Kate Benson - health concerns
Steve Olcott - health concerns
Bob Lippert - health concerns
Dodo Erickson - health concerns
Betty Melde - health concerns
Sharon Larson - stroke recovery
Friends and Family:
Todd Lofald (Roger Lofald’s cousin) - brain cancer
Duane & Carol Fike - health concerns
Drayden Hill (Martin Larson's nephew) - suspicious brain mass
Janet Delperdang (Shirley Muscatello’s sister) - follow-up treatments from a stem cell transplant
Craig Massie (Shamra Benson's father) - stroke recovery & (mother Pam) - health concerns
David Lengyel (Beryl Rodin’s son) - recovering well from a recent grand mal seizure
Kayson (Shamra Benson’s nephew) - health concerns
Doug Houchins (Kim’s husband) - hospice at Viewcrest
Alex Hein - health concerns & Jan Hein - Strength (Kathleen Hein’s family)
Dale Hollingsworth (Jill Lofald’s brother) health concerns
Bonnie Swanberg (Kris Benson's mother) - health concerns
Michelle Hanson (Rosemary Hanson’s Cousin) - health concerns
Val Lucht (Ardelle Pfuhl’s Sister-in-law) - health concerns
Family and friends of Dale Wiskerchen, including Pat Nilsen, Lori Fride, and Pam Merrier-grieving
Family and friends of Matthew Schmidt, including Laurie Kynell and her friend Linda-grieving
John & Judy (Dave & Jan Thornton friends) - health concerns
Patty Murto (Jill Lofald’s sister) - health concerns
Terry McCann (David Gadbaw’s friend) - leukemia
John Lund (Mari Anne Isakson’s brother/Karl's’ uncle) - skin cancer
Dan Miller - health concerns
**Please notify the church if there are additions or deletions on our prayer list**

Topic For Discussion
For the last couple months, there has been casual conversation among members of the congregation
with an interest in exploring additional ways to cooperate with our neighboring ELCA churches.
With five located within a three mile radius of West Duluth, there are varied thoughts as to where
those talks might lead. Maybe somewhere…maybe nowhere. But, if you would like to be part of the
conversation, let Sherm Carlson know by contacting him at sherman47@mchsi.com or 391–0016.

OSLC Circles
The Naomi Circle will meet on Thursday, November 11 at 1:00 pm
in the Library-Lounge.
The Rebekah Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 9 at 2:00 pm the
Library-Lounge for study.

Broadway Is Open ~ Save the Date ~ April 30, 2022
New York, New York Themed High Tea
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Benefit for LSS
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