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Grace and peace to you, siblings in Christ.

One of the things I love about May is that all
the stores set up greenhouses and get their
4831 Grand Avenue
plant shipments in. Bright blooms are a
Duluth, MN 55807
welcome sight after months of cold! I often
218-624-3648
have to remind myself not to rush to buy at the
www.oursaviorsduluth.org beginning of the month, knowing that planting
too early will lead to the extra work of covering
The Reverend Liz Davis
plants when the cold sneaks back in. It’s hard
to restrain impulse buying, but I know my
Table of Contents efforts are better focused on preparing the
garden and flower beds, and planning the
harvest I want to attain.
P1. Pastor Liz—Message
P2. Outreach Board
It takes planning and preparation before I can bring my plants home,
and tending and nurturing before my plants will produce a harvest.
P3. Easter Service Pictures
In our shared life as a congregation, that same ongoing dedication is
P3. Announcements / Shelter necessary. A vital, life-giving community in which faith changes lives
P4. April Worship Lessons
and affects the wider neighborhood doesn’t simply happen spontaneously. It grows out of deep engagement, faithful worship, challenging
P5. Graduates / CHUM
teaching, cultivating welcome, learning how to be community, doing
P5. Ruby’s Pantry/ Camp
spiritual practices, and building relationship with neighbors.
P6. Milestones / Shut-ins
It’s important for us to have a vision of what we hope to grow in order
P6. Financial
to know what to plant. It would be ridiculous for me to expect my
P7. Prayers / Thanks
apple tree to give me oranges! After the disruption caused by COVID,
what is the church we want to be for the future? Now is the time for
P8. PPC President / Fraud
us to be drawing plans, making preparations, and beginning test plots
of practices that will form us into the church God calls us to be for the sake of the world.

In scripture we read, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control,” (Galatians 5:22-23). This is the relational harvest God intends
for us to reap out of our engagement with our church. In order to enjoy that harvest, we have to be
mindful of what we are sowing. Little seeds of love ripen into greater love. Small acts of generosity
bloom into greater generosity. Gossip or hurtful speech won’t grow gentleness or kindness, and
frustration won’t grow peace. God has spoken God’s vision for how we ought to treat one another.
The more we live in to that vision, the more we will produce the harvest God intends.
God has planted good seeds within us and within our congregation. God has sent the Holy Spirit to
be the master gardener among us. We join God in tending to ourselves and our community so that
we might enjoy the harvest.
God is with you!
Pastor Liz Davis
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Outreach Board
The Outreach Board continues to serve a take-out Free
Breakfast on the 4th Saturday of the month. We are waiting
patiently for the time we can return to in-person serving in
Fellowship Hall. We may try an alternate service with outside
dining in May if the weather permits. Contact Cathy Hannan or
Dave Thornton if you can help.
Other news from Outreach:
Outreach Board has started conversations with
Valley Youth Center to see to what extent our
church can become more involved with their
program. Contact Dave Thornton for more information.

Outreach Board would like to review the list of people that would
like to be on the board. Please contact Dave Thornton if you would
like to either remain or join the Outreach Board.

Pastor
Contact through church office,
or email:
pastorliz@oursaviorsduluth.org

Office
Telephone: 218-624-3648
secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org

Sexton
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 - 1:00
Please submit news articles
for the June Friend by
May 21 to:
conboy_mike@hotmail.com
The FRIEND newsletter editors:

The immigration issue has been a
Mike & Jenn Conboy
concern for the board chair for some
time. After a conversation with
Lutheran Social Service's Immigration services, they gave a list of
items needed for welcoming new immigrants. Their program
connects the adult sponsors (family members) with resources in the
community prior to the child’s arrival. They would be able to give these items to the adult sponsors
when they come in for an appointment. We find that families are very grateful for these types of
items because pocketbooks are already tight during these pandemic times and adding another child
to the family can be financially difficult. Contact Dave Thornton for more information.
Safe Release Support – Donation Needs

Lutheran Social Services Immigration (LSSI) is the only physical connection point sponsors have
before they welcome an unaccompanied minor relative into their home here in Minnesota. For many
sponsors, the decision to welcome the child is a no brainer, but the financial costs can be substantial.
We would love to offset even a little bit of that cost to ease the transition and help decrease stress
when the child arrives! Current trends are minors ages 15-17 years old, with a 50/50 split for girls/
boys. This age range is a good guide for what types of products to choose. Due to the pandemic, we
humbly request that items be bought new for safety reasons.
Gift Cards! - Gift cards are the most flexible option for families to use to get what they need! Walmart, Target, Aldi, and Cub are good options!
Personal items: • Shampoo/Conditioner • Body Wash • Hand soap and sanitizer • Lotion • Toothpaste • Toothbrush • Hair brush / Comb • Deodorant • Towels • Sanitary pads & tampons, panty
liners, personal cleansing wipes
Winter items: • Hats • Scarves • Gloves • Warm socks
School supplies: • Backpacks • School supplies
Donations of bulk items can be brought to OSLC. Other items can be mailed directly:
LSS
2400 Park Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55404
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OSLC Easter Service
An outdoor Easter service was held on April 4. The congregation was able to place flowers on a
cross. The cross was then placed in front of the church for all to enjoy.

Update: Church Building
At the PPC May meeting it was decided that the PPC will be re-evaluating our metrics
for returning to in-building worship and meeting use. Stay tuned for possible changes
to be announced.

Youthworks
Youthworks is scheduled to arrive at the end of May. We want
to assure the congregation that Youthworks will not be allowed
to use our building if the congregation is not able to use the
building. We expect that if things continue as they are, that we
will all be able to use our facility with safety precautions .
Rebekah Circle
Last month Rebekah Circle assembled 15 Easter gift
bags for the CHUM Women’s Shelter. The gift bags
contained useful personal items as well as an
assortment of Easter candy.
Thank you to Circle members for their monetary
support and Jenn Conboy, Cathy Hannan, and Jan
Thornton for assembling and delivering gift bags.
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May 2021 Worship Lessons
May 2, 2021 ~ Fifth Sunday of Easter

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ
the vine and we the branches are alive in each other in the mystery of mutual abiding that we read
of in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and lifegiving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ
feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.
First Reading: Acts 8:26-40; Psalm: Psalm:22:25-31
Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8

Second Reading: I John 4:7-21

May 9, 2021 ~ Sixth Sunday of Easter
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are called to
serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too
distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of
the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each
other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48; Psalm: Psalm 98; Second Reading: I John 5:1-6
Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17
May 16, 2021 ~ Seventh Sunday of Easter
The gospel of Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in
John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one
as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or intuitional unity, but mutual
abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit who we have
received by also await. Come, Holy Spirit!
First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm: Psalm 1; Second Reading: I John 5:9-13
Gospel Reading: John 17:6-19
May 23, 2021 ~ Day of Pentecost
On the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, through whom and in whom the people of God are created and re-created. Pentecost is sometimes called the church’s birthday,
but might more appropriately be called its baptism day, since the gift of the Spirit is the
fullness of baptism. Ezekiel’s vision shows the Spirit resurrecting and re-creating not just
individuals but a whole people. Romans makes it clear that God is in the process of recreating the entire cosmos; yet the Spirit is also at work in the most intimate and personal
way, praying in us “with sighs too deep for words” when we do not know how to pray.
First Reading: Acts 2:1-21; Psalm: Psalm:104:24-34, 5b Second Reading: Romans 8:22-27
Gospel Reading: John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
May 30, 2021 ~ The Holy Trinity, First Sunday after Pentecost
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond,
before and after the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is
reflected in Paul's words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an
everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and God
the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.
First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm: Psalm 29; Second Reading: Romans 8:12-17
Gospel Reading: John 3:1-17
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Looking for Graduates
We would like to acknowledge our high school, college, post-graduate,
community college, and technical college graduates in the June
Friend newsletter. We need the person’s name, school, degree, and
future plans. Please send the information by May 15 to:
secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org or call 624-3648 and leave a
message with the graduate’s information

CHUM Announces New Executive Director
After eight years as Executive Director of CHUM, Lee Stuart has
announced she will be retiring from CHUM but not from community
participation as of June 30, 2021. Stuart became Executive Director of
CHUM in 2013, succeeding Jim Soderberg, and
has overseen the growth of the organization.
CHUM’s next Executive Director will be John Cole. Cole is currently the
interim Director at Align Minneapolis, formerly known as Downtown
Congregations to End Homelessness.
Cole is Caribbean born, and came to Minnesota in 2011 after founding Friends
Hotline of Antigua and Barbuda, an NGO supporting and serving youth in
crisis. Simultaneously, Cole was a Youth Director for the Diocese of North
Eastern Caribbean and Aruba of the Anglican Church.
Cole will begin at CHUM on June 1. Stuart will help the organization transition
to new leadership between now and June.
Mission Creek Church will hold its monthly Ruby’s Pop-Up Pantry from 10:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m., Saturday, (May 22 & June 26) The church is located at 521-131st Ave.
West in the Fond Du Lac neighborhood of Duluth.
This will be a DRIVE-THRU distribution to limit any
COVID-19 exposure between guests and volunteers.
Guests will remain in their vehicles; the grocery bundle is
brought and loaded directly into guests’ vehicles. Guests should ensure
there is adequate space in their vehicles for groceries.
There is a $20 donation per bundle (share). Ruby’s Pantry welcomes
anyone: there are no income or residency requirements.
For more information, visit www.missioncreekchurch.com/ministries/rubys-pantry
or call 218. 626.3309.

Camp Work Day Is May 15
Mark your calendars and rally the members of your congregation for Camp Vermilion Work
Day! They are a time to prepare the sites for our summer camping season and we can't do that
without your help! To help ensure the health and safety of our volunteers, Covid protocols will be in
place. Grab your favorite mask and plan to join us!
OSLC would like to get a crew to stain our cabin. Contact Dave Thornton
Camp Vermilion: Spring - May 15
Fall - September 18
8:00 - 9:30 - Registration with rolls and coffee
8:30 - 12:30 - The work happens!
12:30 - Lunch
1:30 - The work continues for as long as people are able to stay.
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Sponsoring The FRIEND
Sandy Andler is sponsoring the May Friend in memory of her
daughter, Pam.
Barb Mathson is sponsoring the May Friend.
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Sandy Norbeck is sponsoring the May Friend.

Rich Upton
Heather Lilliberg
Betty Melde
Kirsten Benson
Charles Urness
Kazden Rice
Theresa Jacobson
Kenneth Miller
Terry Stockland
Teri Hagadorn
Dudley Carlson
Larry Anderson
Danielle Urness
Brian Olcott
Joan Smith

Thank you for sponsoring The Friend newsletter to honor or
memorialize a loved one! The $20 donation will help defray the
cost of paper, printing and mailing. Please contact Anita or
Jenn C.

Prayers for our shut-ins.
Augustana Care
Thurley Ling

Superior
Faye Griffin

Franciscan Care
Wesley Winter

Osseo
Robert (Bobby)
Budd

Home
Beryl Rodin
Janice Roman
Sharon Larson

March 2021
March Deposit Dates
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25
(Choice Dollars)
(Online donations)
(Direct Deposit)
Income
Expenses

Income
$4,889.00
$2,859.84
$ 550.00
$ 425.00
$ 288.00
$ 475.00
$ 675.00
$10,161.84
$13,951.16

Maywood
Bob Lippert

Edgewood
Vista
Bill Leslie
Isabel Vatne
Betty Craven
Corrine Weiss
Dudley &
Pam Carlson

Every year, the National Association of
Letter Carriers hosts a collection event
in support of local food pantries.
Hunger exists in every community in the
nation. Individual served by food banks
report having to make difficult choices.
68% choose between utilities & food
67& choose between transportation & food
66% choose between medicine & food
57% choose between
housing and food

(includes higher heating bills
and snowplowing expenses)
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Prayer Requests
Members:
Beryl Rodin - health concerns
Kate Benson - health concerns
Sharon Larson - stroke recovery
Bob Lippert - health concerns
Dodo Erickson - health concerns
Betty Melde - health concerns
Ing Stockland - neck surgery recovery
Friends and Family:
Todd Lofald (Roger Lofald’s cousin) - brain cancer
Duane & Carol Fike - health concerns
Drayden Hill (Martin Larson's nephew) - suspicious brain mass
Janet Delperdang (Shirley Muscatello’s sister) - receiving cancer treatments at Mayo Clinic
Craig Massie (Shamra Benson's father) - stroke recovery & (mother Pam) - health concerns
David Lengyel (Beryl Rodin’s son) - recovering from brain surgery
Kayson (Shamra Benson’s nephew) - health concerns
Doug Houchins (Kim’s husband) - being treated for stage 3 terminal brain cancer, now in remission
Alex Hein - health concerns & Jan Hein - Strength (Kathleen Hein’s family)
Dale Hollingsworth (Jill Lofald’s brother) health concerns
Family & Friends of Carlotta Conley (mother of prospective member Bob Williams)
Bonnie Swanberg (Kris Benson's mother) - health concerns
Val Lucht (Ardelle Pfuhl’s Sister-in-law) - health concerns
John & Judy (Dave & Jan Thornton friends) - health concerns
Family & Friends of Youko Himphill (Rosemary Hanson’s roommate’s sister-in-law)
**Please notify the church if there are additions or deletions on our prayer list**

Additional Flower Garden Donations
$100 Patsy Lehr in honor of her children
$25 Caryl Turcott in memory of Floyd
$40 Bill Fraundorf in honor of my loving wife, Anita, and in memory of our parents.


A total of $390.00 was donated to the Food Shelf West by members of Our Savior's during
the matching fund time period.



Thank you to Jennifer Simonson and volunteers for preparing the Holy Week Prayer Cross
which became the Easter Flower Cross.



Thank you to the Drive-In worship service staff, Lay Assistants and volunteers for
their dedication in providing a safer in-person worship experience.



Thank you to Bill & Anita Fraundorf for keeping our Grand Avenue lawn sign current.

CHUM Virtual Spring Assemble ~ Thursday, May 13, 2021 ~ Via Zoom
Virtual Social Hour starts at 6:30 pm, meeting begins at 7:00 pm
Meet our new Executive Director, John Cole. Learn more about the Duluth Inn purchase and how it
will help homeless adults in Duluth. Find out about the results of the March Minnesota FoodShare
Campaign, the Mobile FoodTruck Delivery, and the CSA from the Food Shelf. Participate in an
Advocacy Action with Patricia, our new Congregational, Outreach, and Advocacy Coordinator. And
get ready to welcome back Rhubarbara this June!
Go to www.chumduluth.org and click on Zoom meeting on their home page.
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From the President
The light at the end of the tunnel is getting brighter and brighter and this dark chapter in our lives is
coming to a close. Covid-19 is still here and will remain here for the near future and we must all
remain diligent in our safety precautions. More of our population is getting vaccines and becoming
protected and only through these efforts will we get back to our new normal. We continue to watch
the metrics of vaccinations, positive Covid numbers, and listening to CDC safety guidelines. This
continues to be the information that guides our decision-making. Please, please be patient as we
prepare for the reopening of our church.
As I watch what is happening in our society today, racial injustice, mass shootings, gun control,
white supremacy, unprovoked attacks on the Asian-American community, immigration and
refugees, and economic struggles. These are issues we are aware of every day. I struggle with what is
the role of the church? As followers of Jesus, how should we respond to these issues? If Jesus was
here today, what would he say? We’ve read many accounts of his actions in the Gospels and does that
guide us in our response in today's world? We live in a world with many different opinions about
how we should respond to these issues. The question is why do we think the way that we do? Does it
line up with the teachings of our Jesus? These are conversations that we need to have with each
other. None of these issues is going away nor will they be resolved any time in the near future, but we
must ask ourselves what kind of world do we want for our children and grandchildren and their
children? These are questions that need to be addressed and cannot be ignored. What do you think?
Finally, thank you for your continued prayerful and financial support to our ministry. Peace to all of
you.

Rick Benson, President

Fraud
The global pandemic has brought out a lot of new ways to try to steal your money.
Top tips. Don’t click on unknown emails, never agree to send money over the phone.
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