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    The FRIEND    April 2021 
       Newsletter of Our Savior’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

  132 Years in Ministry 

    1889-2021 

Serving God, God’s People, and Our Community 
 
 

Grace and peace to you, siblings in Christ.  
 
You’ll receive this newsletter during the most 
important season of the Christian year: Holy 
Week. In these days we remember Jesus’      
entrance into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday), his 
last supper with his disciples and the giving of 
a new commandment followed by his arrest 
and abandonment in the garden (Maundy 
Thursday), his trial and crucifixion (Good     
Friday), the long day of grief (Holy Saturday), 
and the surprising joy that God raised Jesus 
from the dead and the tomb is empty (Easter 
Sunday). In these few days, we hear an incredible drama of God’s love 
welcomed, shared, rejected, and winning out over all.  
 
We also hear an incredible range of the human reaction to God’s love. 
When we read both the Palm Sunday gospel of the crowd’s  welcome 
and the Passion gospel of the crowd’s demand, “crucify him!” I am 
always heartbroken over the transformation that came over the     
people. This is a transformation in which we participate. We don’t 
hear this story so that we can smugly judge our ancestors. We hear it 
so that we see ourselves more clearly.  
 
In this past year, especially with the pandemic, awakening to racial 
disparities, and the election, and even now as we move towards      
better times, we have seen each other transformed by the pressures 
around and within us. I’m afraid we have sometimes allowed the 

worst of ourselves to slip out more than we might have wanted. This is nothing new. Our ancestors 
in faith were all driven by fear. They include the religious elite who thought their problems with 
Rome could be avoided by getting rid of Jesus before he attracted too much attention, Judas who felt 
betrayed by his messiah’s misguided mission, the crowd who became a mob, and the disciples who 
fled for their lives. They were transformed from their most faithful selves into their worst:           
abandoning, rejecting, and killing the God of love. If we have noticed ourselves or those in our    
communities slipping into our worst selves, it is certainly not the first time the stresses and fears of 
life have worked this transformation.  
 
If your heart is heavy, remember not only the work of humanity, but that of Jesus. Jesus  accepted 
both the welcome and the condemnation of the crowd. He raised the cup and blessed the bread 
knowing that he would show his love by giving up his life for those who both sat at the table and fled 
in the garden. He used his last breath to petition God to forgive his killers. Jesus loves no matter 
what. Jesus loves us whether we show our best or worst selves.  
     
                        Message continued on Page 2 

    Our Savior’s Evangelical             

    Lutheran Church 

        4831 Grand Avenue 

        Duluth, MN 55807 

            218-624-3648 

   www.oursaviorsduluth.org 

    The Reverend Liz Davis 
 

Table of Contents 

P1-2. Pastor Liz—Message 

P2. Announcements 

P3.  Worship Q & A 

P4. April Worship Lessons 

P5. Graduates  / Camp  

P5. CHUM / Ruby’s  Pantry 

P6. Milestones / Shut-ins 

P6.  Financial 

P7.  Prayers  / Thanks  

P8.  PPC  President 



 2 

Pastor’s message continued from page 1 
 

The drama of Holy Week is meant for us to discover the incredible 
depths of God’s love for us. Jesus loves through the worst humanity 
puts him through. God raises Jesus from the dead as a sign that 
love is more powerful than death and fear. The good news of Easter 
invites us to be motivated not by fear, but by love. Christ is risen so 
that you may have new life, a life grounded in the unending love of 
God. Alleluia! Christ is risen!     
Pastor Liz     

   

Pastor 

Contact through church office, 

or email: 

pastorliz@oursaviorsduluth.org 

Office  

     Telephone: 218-624-3648 

secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org 

Sexton 

 Mon., Wed. & Fri.  9:00 - 1:00 

 

Please submit news articles       
for the May Friend by                

April 21 to: 

     conboy_mike@hotmail.com        

Worship Time Changes to 9 am beginning April 18* 
 

Sharing Agreement with United Lutheran Church of Proctor* 
 

On April 15, should the votes at Our Savior’s and United pass, I will begin serving as 
pastor of both Our Savior’s and United Lutheran Church of Proctor. As we live into 
this “holy experiment,” I am excited to begin our the partnership for the sake of the 
gospel. I will continue to serve as your pastor with primary responsibility for the 
preaching and teaching of the Word and administration of the Sacraments. There 
may also be some things that as your full time pastor I was able to do that I will rely on volunteers to 
carry out. As this is a “holy experiment,” there is likely to be ongoing adaptation. Beginning April 18, 
my plan is to have set “drop-in hours” Wednesdays 10:30-12:30 and Thursdays 1-3. These “drop-in 
hours” are when you will find me available in the office at Our Savior’s unless something big comes 
up, which I would communicate to Anita. These hours are open for you to drop in and catch me. I 
am also available by appointment. I use the office as a tool, so while you may find me in the office 
beyond these set hours, I enjoy being out and involved more than alone in a building, and will need 
dedicated time for prayer, study, and preparation. My work week is Sunday- Thursday. Email is    
always a good way to connect with me: pastorliz@oursaviorsduluth.org On M-Th 8:30-5, you can 
call my cell phone 218-461-0933 and leave a message. In an emergency, you can call anytime. I don’t 
always get texts immediately.  
 

*Dependent on results of March 28 

Holy Week Kits 
 

Thirty-two holy week kits were prepared and delivered to Our Sav-
ior’s kids and youth. They include a story-telling activity to read and 
share the story of Holy Week with creative props, an Easter 
“Alleluia” shaker craft, and some treats. Many thanks to the Youth 
and Education Teams for connecting to our younger members! 

                                                Worship 
 

Worship will be offered in person outside until we meet the metrics for worshipping inside. 
You can sit in your car or outside, with microphones and radio to carry the audio. Worship will also 
be live-steamed on Facebook and posted to YouTube and oursaviorsduluth.org.  
 

This year for Holy Week, Our Savior’s is inviting our congregation and our neighbors to write pray-
er concerns on strips of fabric and tie them to the cross. A cross wrapped in wire mesh will be avail-
able on Palm Sunday during worship and then on the front lawn throughout the week. Anyone can 
stop by to add a prayer to the cross. One-word prayers like “Peace”, “Healing”, “Justice” or the like 
work well. Or you can be much more specific. On Easter Sunday we will fill in the gaps with flowers, 
symbolically showing the power and love of our God who answers prayers and gives us hope in the 
resurrection. 
 

April 4: Easter Sunday- Drive-In Radio Worship at 10:15 with Facebook Livestream  
 

April 11: Sunday- Drive-In Radio Worship at 10:15 with Facebook Livestream  

Announcements 
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Worship in the Sanctuary Q&A 

 
When will we worship in the sanctuary? 

Two weeks after the following metrics are met, provided these levels are sustained: 

Staff completed vaccine cycle 

More than 50% of the adult population of St. Louis County is vaccinated 

Fewer than 7 cases per 100,000 in Duluth area as listed on St. Louis County Dashboard- 

Schools 

Test positivity <10% 
 

What do I need to do to be able to come to worship? 

No reservations are necessary. 
Evaluate your health. Do not come if you have any symptoms of COVID, a positive test in the 

past 10 days, or exposure to a positive case. 
Assess your risk exposure: consider if you have engaged in higher-risk activities such as 

large group gatherings, unmasked gatherings, or travel. 
Wear a well-fitting mask that covers your mouth and nose while at church. 
 

What will my Sunday morning indoor worship look like? 
Park in any spot, put on your mask (age 2+), sanitize your hands. 
Enter any door, no earlier than 20 minutes before worship begins. 
Use the elevator only if necessary, only with members of your bubble. 
An usher will greet you in the hallway and help you find the bulletins and communion          

elements on a table for pick up (gluten-free will be available). 
Keep physical distance in the hallways. 
Proceed directly to a pew when entering the sanctuary. 
Sit with members of your social bubble in an open designated space. Larger families will find 

full pew spaces on the piano side of the sanctuary. 
Prelude and postlude music are meant as a prayerful time to prepare for or reflect on worship. 
Dress a bit warmly as windows will be open for airflow. 
Worship will be abbreviated and not include congregational singing. 
Sharing of the peace and communion will occur in place. 
At the end of worship, ushers will dismiss each row individually. 
Proceed directly outside after being dismissed. 
Offering may be placed in the plates, trash tossed in the bins. 
Greeting worship leaders and fellow parishioners may occur outside. 
 

 What if I’ve already been vaccinated? 

Thank you for taking the opportunity to become vaccinated when it is available to you. 

For the sake of the wholeness of our community, all participants will follow the same       

guidelines. There will not be additional privileges granted to those vaccinated. 
 

 How can I help us return to worship in the sanctuary? 
Continue COVID safety protocols to reduce the spread of COVID in our community and en-

courage others to do the same. 
Get vaccinated when you’re able. 
If you have computer skills, contact Theresa J. to help with our tech team. 
Follow all protocols while at church, including wearing a mask at all times. 
 

What if I don’t feel safe worshipping inside yet? 

That’s ok. You are still an important member of our congregation. 

Worship will continue to be live-streamed and later posted to YouTube, Facebook, and 

oursaviorsduluth.org. 

Worship at home resources will continue to be provided during this transition. 
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April 2021 Worship Lessons 
 

April 4, 2021 ~ Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day 

This year may be the one in which John’s resurrection account is likely to be 
chosen over Mark perhaps because Mark’s gospel ends so abruptly, with   
astonishment and fear rather than hopeful proclamation. Yet Mark may speak 
to our experience more directly than the other gospels. Corinthians and Acts 
fill out the story by telling of appearances of the risen Christ. Peter says we “ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead” And so do we, in a foretaste of 
the mountaintop feast where death will be no more. 

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43;  Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24   

Second Reading: I Corinthians 15:1-11;   Gospel Reading: Mark 16:1-8 

  

April 11, 2018 ~ Second Sunday of Easter 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s     
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the 
first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us 
his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a    
community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us       
is in need. 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35;  Psalm: Psalm 133;     Second Reading: I John 1:1-2:2                      

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 

April 18, 2018 ~ Third Sunday of Easter 

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen 
Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for 
the meal we share each Lord’s day In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the 
disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and   
resurrection through the scriptures: the two main elements of our Sunday 
worship. 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19;  Psalm: Psalm:4;     Second Reading: I John 3:1-7                                

Gospel Reading: Luke 24:36b-48 

April 25, 2018 ~ Fourth Sunday of Easter 

The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relation-
ship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the      
shepherd authority. The shepherd's willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. 
First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing 
our wealth with any sister or brother in need. 

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12; Psalm: Psalm 23; Second Reading: I John 3:16-24     
Gospel Reading: John 10:11-18  
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Mission Creek Church will hold its monthly Ruby’s Pop-Up Pantry from 10:30 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m., Saturday, (April 24, May 22 & June 26) The church is located at 521-131st 
Ave. West in the Fond Du Lac neighborhood of Duluth. 

This will be a DRIVE-THRU distribution to limit any 
COVID-19 exposure between guests and volunteers. 
Guests will remain in their vehicles; the grocery bundle is 

brought and loaded directly into guests’ vehicles. Guests should ensure 
there is      adequate space in their vehicles for groceries.  

There is a $20 donation per bundle (share). Ruby’s Pantry welcomes 
anyone: there are no income or residency requirements.  

For more information, visit www.missioncreekchurch.com/ministries/rubys-pantry                            
or call 218. 626.3309. 

Looking for Graduates 

We would like to acknowledge our high school, college, 
post-graduate, community college, and technical college 
graduates in the June Friend newsletter. We need the 
person’s name, school, degree, and future plans. Please 
send the information by May 15 to:                                   
secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org  

 VLM Camp Day 
Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry     

hosted a Camp Day at Concordia 

Lutheran Church  on March 21. Five 

OSELC youth participated with their 

families.  It was a great time for 

family fun and 

introduction to 

camp life.   

FoodShare Month Extended Through April!  
 

Give to CHUM Food Shelf this month and they will receive 
additional money from the state of MN. You can give through 
church and mark a note that this additional offering is for 
CHUM Food Shelf. One dollar can purchase seven dollars   
of  food. 

March 28: Confidence Vote re: Sharing Agreement with United Lutheran Church in Proctor 
 

United Lutheran Church in Proctor approached us last summer to see if we might be interested in 
sharing Pastor Liz's time. Both congregations will consider this on March 28. If in favor, the sharing 
agreement will start April 15.  
The meeting will be in person in the parking lot, with online or phone access via Zoom.  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84492102527?pwd=M1EwdFNYNitSSFVxL0MxaE1LOExGZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 844 9210 2527 
Passcode: 308716 

http://www.missioncreekchurch.com/ministries/rubys-pantry
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84492102527%3Fpwd%3DM1EwdFNYNitSSFVxL0MxaE1LOExGZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C72be3b52687c4a07070908d8ea566478%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637517004059164430%7CUn
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Sponsoring The FRIEND   
 

Barb Mathson is sponsoring the April Friend. 

Sandy Norbeck is sponsoring the April Friend.  

Ross & Nyla Benedict are sponsoring the April Friend in honor 
of August anniversaries. 
 

Bill & Anita Fraundorf are sponsoring the April Friend in honor 
of Jeremiah Johnson's April 24 birthday. 
 

Thank you for sponsoring The Friend newsletter to honor or 
memorialize a loved one! The $20 donation will help defray the 
cost of paper, printing and mailing. Please contact Anita or   
Jenn C. 

 

   1 Beryl Rodin 

   7 Pastor Jeff Davis 

   9 Tricia Hobbs 

 15 Gordon Peterson, Jr. 

 19 Steven Olcott 

 20 Adam Demenge 

 22 Cindy Neumann 

 23 Bill Voelk 

 24 Jeremiah Johnson 

 25 Bruce Netland 

  

  

Sympathy to Kara Hayden and Karl Isakson upon the death of Kara’s Uncle, Mike Walsh, 
who passed away March 1, 2021.   

Sympathy to family and friends of Mary Beth Lindskog Hill former OSLC member who 
passed away March 15, 2021. 

Augustana Care 

Thurley Ling 
 

Franciscan Care 

Wesley Winter 
 

Home 

Beryl Rodin 

Janice Roman 

Sharon Larson 

Superior 

Faye Griffin 
 

Osseo 

Robert (Bobby) 
Budd 
 

Maywood 

Bob Lippert 

Edgewood 
Vista 

Bill Leslie 

Isabel Vatne 

Betty Craven 

Corrine Weiss 
 

Dudley & 
Pam Carlson 

Prayers for our shut-ins.  

 

 

 

              21  Chuck Urness & Anna Sackette-Urness 

     23  Martin & Peggy Larson 

February 2021 

Feb. Deposit Dates Income 

 Feb.  4  $1,925.00 

 Feb. 11  $2,056.08 

 Feb. 18  $1,790.00 

 Feb. 25  $1,955.00 

 (Choice Dollars)$   32.00 

 (Online donations) $  525.00 

      (Direct Deposit) $  545.00 

Income           $ 8,828.08  

Expenses           $12,443.07  
 

(includes annual software    

support & mechanical repairs) 

   On the 4th Saturday of February, 72 free breakfasts were bagged. 60 

bags were dropped off at the CHUM Drop-in Center of which they were 

then handed out to people there and to people at the CHUM warming 

center. It was reported that all the bags were soon enjoyed by 60 people. 

An outside pick-up for the remaining 12 bags was set up for Faith Heaven 

residents. 
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Prayer Requests 

Members: 

Beryl Rodin - health concerns   Kate Benson - health concerns        Sharon Larson - stroke recovery 
Bob Lippert - health concerns    Dodo Erickson - health concerns    Pam Merrier - health concerns 

Rosemary Hanson - health concerns Betty Melde - health concerns   Steve Olcott - health concerns 

Friends and Family: 

Todd Lofald (Roger Lofald’s cousin) - brain cancer 

Donald (Al) Berg - (Linda Olcott’s brother) - health concerns 

Duane & Carol Fike - health concerns 

Drayden Hill (Martin Larson's nephew) -  suspicious brain mass 

Janet Delperdang (Shirley Muscatello’s sister) - receiving cancer treatments at Mayo Clinic 

Craig Massie (Shamra Benson's father) - stroke recovery & (mother Pam) - health concerns 

David Lengyel (Beryl Rodin’s son) - recovering from brain surgery 

Kayson (Shamra Benson’s nephew) - health concerns 

Doug Houchins (Kim’s husband) - being treated for stage 3 terminal brain cancer, now in remission 

Alex Hein - health concerns & Jan Hein - Strength (Kathleen Hein’s family)   

Dale Hollingsworth (Jill Lofald’s brother) health concerns 

Carlotta (Rosemary Hanson’s friend) - health concerns 

Bonnie Swanberg (Kris Benson's mother) - health concerns 

Jack Hagadorn (Teri Hagadorns’ father) - cancer 

Evelyn Hanson (Rosemary Hanson’s mother) - move to memory care 

Val Lucht (Ardelle Pfuhl’s Sister-in-law) - health concerns 

John & Judy (Dave & Jan Thornton friends) - health concerns 

**Please notify the church if there are additions or deletions on our prayer list** 

• Thank you to Karl Isakson, Dave Thornton, Ken Miller, Jack Berndt for walking through the building 
with Stack Brothers to evaluate the building air circulation. 

• Thank you to the following for their donations for flowers for the outside 
church  gardens: 

 

$20 from Ross & Nyla Benedict in memory of Howard Beck 
 

$20 from Bill & Anita Fraundorf in honor of Kay Plymat and Clive Bunn  
 

$20 from Faye Griffin in memory of Mark Griffin 
 

$40 from Raymond & Mary Beaulieu in memory of Mark 
Griffin and in honor of Faye Griffin 
 

$20 from Beth Duncan in memory of her mother Pat's 
April 26 birthday 
 
$100 from Sandy Norbeck in honor of God who created 
the beautiful flowers 
 
$20 from Mike and Jenn Conboy in memory of Amber Conboy 
 
$80 from Lynn Peterson & Lois Lindskog, and Ralph Bierbaum & Janet Lindskog Bierbaum in memory of 
Lois’s and Janet’s sister, Mary Beth Lindskog Hill. 
 
$20 from Paul & Andrew Swenson in memory of their Mother, Eldora Swenson 
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From the President, Rick Benson 
 

Are you feeling like me?  Will this ever end?  When can we get back to normal?  When are we going to 
open our church again?  Isn’t it safe? What has to happen before we can worship in person again?  Why 
don’t people do what they need so we can get back to normal? Why all the resistance to getting a vaccine 
and putting a piece of cloth over your face?  I am angry but how do you get angry at a virus, which you 
can’t see, smell, taste, or feel?  So, we take it out on each other because we are so frustrated that we can’t 
control this unseen monster among us.  For a lot of people this virus is no big deal, no symptoms, not sick, 
feels like nothing.  But for some, and you all know someone who has gotten very sick, maybe had to be 
hospitalized, have long-term effects from the virus, or has unnecessarily died. This is Covid fatigue, a nor-
mal reaction to the events of the past year.  We just want this to be over with, but the reality is that Covid is 
here to stay, and we must learn how to live with it as safely as we can. 
 

The good news is public health experts know a lot more about this virus than we did a year ago.  We know 
how to protect ourselves by wearing masks, social distancing, and washing our hands.  We also have a 
vaccine that is proven to prevent us from being infected and to reduce the seriousness of this virus, 
preventing hospitalization and death.  It would seem to be a no-brainer to get the vaccine when it becomes 
available to you, but some are not going to.  As of today (3/21), almost 80% of those over 65 in our county 
have gotten at least one shot.  More people by the day are receiving the vaccine.  Our Parish Nurses, Jan 
Thornton and Kris Benson have been working with the county health department to help many of our 
members get scheduled to receive the vaccines.  Many thanks to them.  
 

So, what are we doing as a church and when will we be able to worship indoor?  The Executive team 
meets weekly to review all the latest information from the CDC, Minnesota Public Health Dept, and St Louis 
County Health Dept.  This information changes daily with promising good news and then you hear con-
cerns about variants and increasing positive tests  Politicians are telling us what should happen, however, 
not one has a degree in epidemiology.  We rely on experts in the field of public health.  This information is 
what is used to make recommendations for our church.  We have developed a safe plan for reopening that 
has measurable goals that we can all follow.  This has been sent to all of you either through email or in a 
letter.  Before opening we want to ensure all of our staff are fully vaccinated, a 50% vaccination rate within 
our community, positivity rates of less than 5, 0r fewer  than 7 cases per 100,000 population in the Duluth 
area.  We are also replacing a motor on our air exchange system in our building and developing what our 
in-door worship will look like.  Those specifics were also included in the letter sent to all of you.  This plan 
has been unanimously approved by your Parish Planning Council.  I am optimistic that these are attainable 
goals and soon we can be worshipping inside again.  Meanwhile, we will continue to worship in the 
parking lot, in our cars, staying warm, drinking coffee, and listening on our radios.  Music is playing and 
you can sing in your vehicles.  If you haven’t come to a drive-in worship, please come this Palm Sunday, 
wave palms in celebration of Jesus’s arrival to Jerusalem.  On Easter Sunday, come surround this church 
in your cars, celebrate the risen Lord and we can make noise so all can hear.  It will be different, but we 
can all be together. Please remember the words of the song we frequently sing, “the church is not a 
building, the church is the people.” 
 

We are also proceeding with plans to host YouthWorks again this summer.  This will begin around Memori-
al Day weekend.  This should tell you that we are planning to be fully open by that time as long as there are 
no unexpected developments with the Covid virus.  This is an understanding we have with YouthWorks as 
they are also planning to move forward with their planning knowing that the unexpected could happen. 
 

Finally, your elected leadership of this church has prayerfully struggled to make the right decisions for eve-
ryone in this church.  This last year has been difficult and every decision is made for the best interest and 
safety of the staff and congregation.  Not everyone may agree with these decisions, but as a member of 
this church for 50 years and having served in many leadership positions, I trust that you trust your leader-
ship to do everything we can to ensure the safety and best interests of our congregation. 
 

Peace in Christ 

Rick Benson, President 


