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Grace and peace to you, People of God.
As I’ve been thinking about the monumental measures we are all taking for the health
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of our communities, I’ve been remembering Martin Luther’s treatise, “Freedom of a Christian.”
Duluth, MN 55807
His thesis states, “A Christian is the most free
218-624-3648
lord of all, and subject to none; a Christian is the
most dutiful servant of all, and subject to every
one.”
The Reverend Liz Davis
Luther explains that our faith and salvation is a gift from God, through Jesus Christ, and
cannot be earned through any action. We are
freed from religious obligation, sin, and death.
Yet we are called to be as Christ for others,
P1. Pastor Liz—Message
formed by Philippians 2:5-8, “Let the same mind
P2. Financial/Church news be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied
P3. OSLC PPC President
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being
found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point
P3. Stay Connected
of death— even death on a cross.” We give of ourselves without expecting
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anything in return (not even increased relationship, recognition, or a thank
you), giving freely and abundantly to both those we deem deserving and
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not. We take care of the others’ needs, we limit our freedom for their wellbeing, we work for the good of the neighbor (both near and far) because we
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have experienced such amazing love from God that we want to reflect
Jesus’ action for us onto the world.
In this time, you may be feeling the sting of living as a slave to others. We are used to great freedom,
and now we are being asked to constrain that freedom to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus. This has
led to real struggle and pain for many people. It may be that many of us in Duluth at this time are feeling the
strain of the stay-at-home order more than the sickness and death caused by the virus itself. Perhaps seeing
your sacrifice as a way that you are living into Luther’s, and the Bible’s, call to be a servant to others can help
you reframe the current situation.
I find my faith uplifted by the examples of sacrificial love of which you are living witnesses. The people
of Our Savior’s have been checking on their neighbors, connecting those without internet to online worship,
bringing groceries, ensuring people have something fun for Easter celebrations, donating blood, sewing and
donating masks, calling others, praying, delivering food to neighbors and schoolchildren, continuing their
caregiving work, sharing signs of encouragement, and giving financially to both church and other organizations serving those in need. In these and many other ways, you are thinking of others before yourself, exactly
the kind of love we are called to share, the kind of love Jesus has given to us. When you receive help, see it
as a gift of God, love shown to you through another.
Above all, I pray that you may rest in the freedom of being a Christian, a freedom that comes from a
certainty that no matter what happens, nothing in this world, not life or death, can separate us from God’s
love for us in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8). May this freedom release you from fear and give you the power to
love others as you have been loved.
Christ is with you!
Pastor Liz
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Communion Class for Adults:
Monday, May 4th, 6:30pm via Zoom
In this time of fasting from Holy Communion, we gather to learn
more about the sacrament, especially how we celebrate in the
ELCA. What practice, or abstention, during this time of social distancing is faithful? Please RSVP to Pastor Liz for the link and prework.
Graduates
We would like to acknowledge our high school, college, postgraduate, community college, and technical college graduates in
the June Friend newsletter. We need the person’s name, school,
degree, and future plans. Please send the information by May 15
to: secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org
Mail Slot
The church now has a mail slot and a locked collection box on the
front west side door of the church. This will allow US Mail delivery
to the church when the office is not open. The front side door was
chosen because the side door by the office didn’t comply with the
USPS regulation height for a mail slot. Anyone is welcome use this
option as a drop off for envelopes or messages.

Pastor
Contact through church office,
or email:
pastorliz@oursaviorsduluth.org

Office
Telephone: 218-624-3648
secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org

Sexton
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8:00 - 12:00
Please submit news articles
for the June Friend by
May 21 to:
conboy_mike@hotmail.com
or place in the FRIEND mailbox.
The FRIEND newsletter editors:

Mike & Jenn Conboy

March 2020
Attendance

Income

70

Mar. 1

$4,081.60

69

Mar. 8

$2,024.00

54

Mar. 15

$2,328.29

Mar. 24

$1,375.00

Mar. 26

$ 700.00

Mar. 30

$5,233.00
$ 92.00
$ 475.00
$16,308.89
$15,376.69

Deposits

(Choice Dollars)
(Direct Deposit)

Income
Expenses*

* (Benevolences are current. Note: additional March
expenses were paid in early April)

Financial Report from the cancelled OSL sponsored High Tea:
$540 returned to ticket holders by their request
$1330 ticket holders donated to LSS
$1010 ticket holders donated to OSL
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS
From Rick Benson, President
Even though our church building is closed and meetings or events postponed, the business of the church continues. Your Executive Team has been meeting weekly via video conferencing (Zoom) since March 16 to discuss how we will provide ministry in the face of the Covid-19 crisis. We will continue to monitor the daily
news from our Federal, State, and local leaders to determine what we can and cannot do.
Weekly worship is online through Facebook, YouTube and our website. Mailings are also sent to our members who do not have Internet access. We have a group of people who are making contact with members, offering a greeting, a scripture and a prayer. There is a weekly devotion available on the church's voicemail
(218-624-3648 X 202). Pastor Liz is leading the way in providing these new ministry options to our members."
We are closely monitoring our financial situation and thank you for your continuing support of Our Saviors.
A separate congregational letter has been previously sent to all members addressing that situation.

As we continue to live through this crisis, many of us are anxious to have things back to normal (before Covid
-19). We are discussing how it will look once it is determined to safely meet again. Constitutionally, we have
church leadership elections scheduled for the month of May, if we cannot meet, how do we proceed?
The PPC is scheduled to meet via video conferencing on 5/5/20 to discuss this and other issues as we continue to vision what our ministry is going to look like moving forward. We will continue to keep our members
informed.

Ways to stay connected when we are physically distant
• Volunteers are calling members of the congregation to check in.
• Call church: 218-624-3648 and dial 202 during the voicemail to reach a weekly devotion.
• Connect with Pastor Liz through email: pastorliz@oursaviorsduluth.org; phone: 218-461-0933;
or video conference by appointment.
• http://www.oursaviorsduluth.org/life-in-time-of-covid-19.html has links to worship, daily devotions, and online giving. This includes links to our social media.
• Follow and Subscribe to:
YouTube Channel: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Duluth
Facebook Page: Our Savior’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Be sure to share, like, love, and comment on our posts!
• Connect on Zoom for live interaction with video

ZOOM (For live interaction video)
You need a computer, tablet, or phone with internet. Download the app Zoom. You can find
information here: zoom.us It is free.
Children’s Storytime Live: Wednesdays 4:00 pm and Thursdays at 10 am
via Zoom with this Meeting ID: 104 385 362 Password: 049877
Virtual Coffee Hour: Thursdays at 11am
Pour your favorite coffee and join in to connect with your church friends. If you know someone without internet, give them a call and put them on speakerphone so they can join in!
Join on Zoom with this Meeting ID: 285 830 383 Password: 018116
Wednesday 7pm Prayer
Please continue to pray for Our Savior’s, our neighborhood, and the world.
Join to share prayer live via Zoom with this meeting ID: 708 250 928 Password: 044149
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May 3, 2020 ~ Fourth Sunday of Easter
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the
sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints
our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he
spreads a feast before us in the midst of the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be
signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation.
First Reading: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm: Psalm 23; Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Gospel Reading: John 10:1-10

May 10, 2020 ~ Fifth Sunday of Easter
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that
he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us
to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As First Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the
one who called us out of darkness in to light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ ~ our
way, our truth, our life.
First Reading: Acts 7:55-60; Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Gospel Reading: John 14:1-14
May 17, 2020 ~ Sixth Sunday of Easter
Jesus does not leave his followers orphaned. Through the Holy Spirit Jesus comes to abide with his disciples
of every generation. As Pentecost draws near we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit
of truth. We receive the Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit
will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.
First Reading: Acts 17:22-31; Psalm: Psalm 66:8-20; Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22
Gospel Reading: John 14:15-21

May 21, 2020 ~ Ascension of Our Lord
In today’s gospel the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be
witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus;
we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too long for
the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission.
First Reading: Acts 1:-11; Psalm: Psalm 47; Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
Gospel Reading: Luke 24:44-53
May 24, 2020 ~ Seventh Sunday of Easter
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for
the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for
their mission in his name. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity
that God intends for the whole human family.
First Reading: Acts 1:6-14; Psalm: Psalm 68:1-10,32-35; Second Reading: I Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
Gospel Reading: John 17:1-11

May 31, 2020 ~ Day of Pentecost
Today’s festival derives its name from the Jewish festival of Pentecost, observed fifty days after Passover. On
the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the holy Spirit as the power of God among us that heals, forgives,
inspires, and unites. In the reading from Acts, images of wind and fire describe the Spirit
poured out on disciples of all nations. In John’s gospel the risen Christ breathes the Spirit on
his followers on Easter evening. In the one Spirit we are baptized into one body, and at the
Lord’s table the Spirit unites us for witness in the world.
First Reading: Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Second Reading: Acts 2:1-21; Gospel Reading: John 7:37-39
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Flowers for Our Savior’s
Since flowers didn’t decorate the inside of the church this Easter, the donations
will be used to purchase flowers for our outdoor gardens. Thank you to the
following members and friends:
Gary & Dorothy Erdahl: In memory of our parents, Mr. & Mrs. John Roring
and Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Erdahl
Anita & Bill Fraundorf: In memory of our parents, Lloyd & Julia Russell
and William & Margaret Fraundorf and in honor of our children & grandchildren
Sawyer & Seth Johnson: In honor of Grandma Sandy Johnson
Lori Fride: In memory of her father, Dan Nilsen
Lois Lindskog & Janet Lindskog Bierbaum: In memory of Beverly Lindskog Gulbranson
Lois Lindskog & Lynn Peterson: In memory of Ruth & Russel Peterson
Janet & Ralph Bierbaum: In honor of Bernadine Becklund
Shirley Muscatello: In memory of Muriel & Alfred Scott, Homer Muscatello, Greg Mielke
Sandy Norbeck: In memory of Ed & Helvi Norbeck
Bart & Lisa Smith: In honor of our children and grandchild
Isabel Vatne: In memory of her loving husband, Kent
William Voelk: In memory of Darlene Voelk and in honor of Vila Baker
Dianne Wentz & Family: In memory of Wally Wentz

A heartfelt thank you to the people who made cloth masks for the residents of
Faith Haven:
Roxanne Bijold, Sandy Peterson, Helene Byrne, Debbie Semmelroth, Jenna Simonson, Bethany Stauber, Hannah Johnson Fabrics,
Duluth East Daredevils Robotics Team, and to Kathy Janzig for
organizing the project.
Thank you to Kathy Janzig’s neighbors at Grand Estates for cooking and coloring 20 dozen eggs to
share with the people at Grand Estates and Faith Haven: Caryl & Dennis, Luke & Madelyn,
Sue R, Donna P, Isabelle, Eileen, Sandy, Sharon, Tom & Debbie, Sue, & Kathy.
Thank you to Bill Fraundorf and Jack Berndt for stripping and waxing the Fellowship Hall
and kitchen floors.
Thank you to Bill Fraundorf for installing a mail slot in the door and constructing a locked
collection box.

Thank you to our members and friends who have mailed contributions to the church or used
the online donation feature on our website!
Thank you to Ken Miller for installing disinfecting hand soap dispensers in the bathrooms.
Thank you to the people who made masks for Faith Haven. “Your hard work and “heart work”
adults”
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Sponsoring The FRIEND
MariAnne Isakson is sponsoring the May Friend. Syttende
Mai greetings to the Norwegians celebrating Norway's
Independence Day, May 17. Skol, Vikings, Skol!

3 Pavle Lippert
3 Brad Engstrom
4 Rich Upton
5 Heather Lilliberg
5 Aria Engstrom
7 Betty Melde
14 Kirsten Benson
14 Charles Urness
14 Stephanie Engstrom
19 Theresa Jacobson
20 Kenneth Miller
20 Terry Stockland
22 Teri Hagadorn
28 Larry Anderson
29 Danielle Urness
30 Brian Olcott
30 Joan Smith

A $20 sponsorship of The Friend supports paper, printing and
mailing. Consider this to honor or memorialize a loved one or
special occasion. Please contact Jenn or the secretary if you
are able to give our newsletter this valued support.
Sympathy to family and friends of Lillian
Skadsberg (Jenny Thornton’s Grandmother)
who passed away.

Prayers for our shut-ins.
Augustana Care
Thurley Ling
Cloquet
Bev Moe
Edgewood Vista
Bill Leslie
Isabel Vatne
Pat Duncan
Betty Craven
Franciscan Care
Wesley Winter

Home
Beryl Rodin
Janice Roman
Maywood
Bob Lippert
Grand Rapids
Faye Griffin
Osseo
Robert (Bobby) Budd

Prayer Requests
Members:
Thurley Ling - health concerns
Sharon Larson - stroke recovery

Beryl Rodin - health concerns
Bob Lippert - health concerns

Kate Benson - health concerns
Steve Olcott - health concerns

Friends and Family:
Family and friends of Lillian Skadsberg (Jenny Thornton's grandma) - who passed away this week
Debbie Debolt (friend of Dodo Erickson) - ALS diagnosis
Todd Lofald (Roger Lofald’s cousin) - brain cancer
Evelyn Hanson (Rosemary Hanson’s mother) - health concerns
Michelle Hanson (Rosemary Hanson’s cousin) - health concerns
Donald (Al) Berg (Linda's Olcott’s brother) - health concerns
Cooper Hagen - car accident recovery (grandson of Donna & Daryl Hagen)
Duane & Carol Fike - health concerns
Drayden Hill (Martin Larson's nephew) - suspicious brain mass
Janet Delperdang (Shirley Muscatello’s sister) - blood & breast cancer
Craig Massie (Shamra Benson's father) stroke recovery & (mother Pam) - health concerns
Doug Houchins (Kim’s husband) - health concerns
**Please notify the church if there are additions or deletions on our prayer list**
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