
 1 

 
          November, 2023 

     The FRIEND     
   Our Saviorôs Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

                             134 Years in Ministry 

                              1889-2023 

 Serving God, Godôs People, and Our Community 

Love and hope to you, Godôs beloved ones! 
 
At the beginning of November, we celebrate 
All Saintsô Day. On this day, we remember 
and celebrate all who have lived and died 
before us. We also celebrate those who 
were newly baptized and begin their journey 
of faith. We find ourselves in the great com-
munity of the saints, connected to all Godôs 
people of every time and space.  
 
The culture Iôve grown up in hasnôt talked 
much about death, but as Iôve grown up, and 
as the media my children consume is more 
conscious about portraying a wider variety of 

cultures, Iôve learned that other people have a more robust conversation 
and ritual life around death. For example, Coco, a 2017 Disney film centered around the Mexican holiday 
Day of the Dead. My children have seen that some folks remember their ancestors, telling stories and 
honoring them, continuing to feel connected to their beloved ones after their deaths.  
 
In my German immigrant influenced family system, we didnôt talk about things like death or grief. We didnôt 
really have space to talk about our loved ones after they died, especially if doing so might make someone 
cry. As I learn about how other families and other cultures continue to teach the lessons of their parents 
and aunts and uncles, I find myself wanting to learn how to keep those connections and pass down the 
stories that would shape us.  
 
All Saintsô Day is an opportunity to renew our practices of remembrance. On November 1, Sunday No-
vember 5, or sometime around that week, I invite you to join me in taking time to experience this holiday. 
At church on Sunday, weôll remember those who have recently died or been baptized. Weôll name those 
who were a part of our community, those who joined through baptism, and light candles in thanksgiving.  
 
In your own homes or out with a friend, be intentional in your celebration. Bring out some symbols of bap-
tism. Do you have your baptismal candle or cloth? You might put water in a bowl. Dip your finger in the 
water and trace the sign of the cross on your forehead or the forehead of another member of your house-
hold. Say, ñJesus loves youò or ñyou are a member of Godôs familyò or ñGod has claimed you for life forev-
er.ò If you have children who were baptized, tell them the story of their baptism day. Remind them that 
God promised to be with them forever, no matter what. Take out some photos of loved ones who have 
died. Who were they? Share stories. What did they teach you? How did they live out their faith? You might 
share a special food they taught you to prepare or do an activity you always did together.  
 
Remember that in Jesus, God connects us across time and space. Even death does not separate us from 
Godôs love. Our loved ones continue to be a part of us and a part of Godôs amazing story of life and love. 
Letôs tell their stories together, and find our place within Godôs story.  
 
 
   God is with you!                        ~~Pastor Liz 

 

    Our Saviorôs Evangelical             

    Lutheran Church 

        4831 Grand Avenue 

        Duluth, MN 55807 

            218-624-3648 

   www.oursaviorsduluth.org 

    The Reverend Liz Davis 
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   SUNDAY WORSHIP 9:00 am 
 
   COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 10:00 am 
 
 Live streamed on YouTube: 
 
Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church Duluth  

   

Office  

     Telephone: 218-624-3648                                                                     

 Tues & Thurs:   9:00-2:00 

   secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org 

 

 

Sexton 

 Mon., Wed. & Fri.  9:00-2:00 

 

 

Please submit news articles       

for the December Friend by                       

November 21: 

   secretary@oursaviorsduluth.org 

       Our Saviorõs Evangelical Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

    Serving God, Godõs people, and our community 

     Church Vision Statement 

   Our Saviorõs is living out the gospel by working to alleviate poverty 

November Drop In Hours at Our Saviorôs  

Mondays  9-11 am  November 13, 20, 27     

 

Pr. Liz has drop-in hours when you can come and visit with her without an appointment. These 

are times that are kept open for you! (Rarely something else might come up during these times, 

so feel free to call or alert Pastor that youôre coming). She relies on your direct communication 

when you have a need. With her reduction to half-time at Our Saviorôs, the shut-in visitation                  

schedule has changed to include both lay visitors and pastorôs visits as she cannot see people 

as frequently as before the sharing agreement. However, she remains available. Parishioners 

who want a visit at any time are encouraged either to show up during drop-in hours, or call/ email 

to make an appointment. As Jesus said, ñask and you shall receive.ò  

  Free Community Breakfast, Saturday, November 25, 9:00-10:30 am 

   The Community Breakfast is open to all people without cost.   We 

   serve a consistent menu of gluten free egg bake, pancakes, sausage, 

   juice, coffee, and milk.  

   Asbury United Methodist partners with Our Saviorôs to provide this 

meal for the benefit of the whole community.  Our goal is to foster relationships and         

welcome, feeding physically, relationally, and  spiritually.    

        Sponsors of The November Friend newsletter: 

 

Elaine Hill:  In Memory of her brother, David Pederson 

 

Please consider sponsoring the newsletter to honor or memorialize 

a friend or loved one.  The donation is $20.   
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  Womenôs Circle, Tuesday,  November 7, 1 pm: 
 
  The personal care items that were collected during the month of  
 October will be organized into categories.   During the month of  
 November, Monday Food Shelf clients will be able to take the  
 items that they need.    
 
  All Saintsô Sunday, November 5, 9 am Worship Service 
 
 We will be remembering members, family and friends of the church who have died since  
 All Saintsô Sunday, 2022.   The names will be read, a bell will ring, and a candle will be lit.   
 This service will be Live Streamed on our YouTube Channel:      
 Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church Duluth.   
 
  Second Saturday, November 11 at Asbury 
 
 The CHUM Second Saturday event will take place at Asbury Methodist Church at 9 am  
 (6822 Grand Ave).  They will be preparing the initial portion of breakfast bags which will be 
 distributed at the Lincoln Park Warming Center.  More information & registration is  
 on the next page. 
  
  Sunday, November 12, Synod guest preacher 
 
 Deacon Colleen Bernu will be our Guest Preacher on November 12.  She is the Director  
 of Evangelical Mission and Synod Minister for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion for the 
 Northeaster Minnesota Synod.   
 
  Sunday, November 19:  Advent begins 
 
 With Christmas Eve on a Sunday,  Advent is starting earlier in November.  This 
 yearôs theme is ñHow Does a Weary World Rejoice?ò. More information is on the next page. 
 
  Tuesday, November 21:  Community Thanksgiving Service 
 
 The Community Choir rehearsal will be at 5:30 with the service at 6 pm.  Following the 
 brief service, the breakfast bags (begun on November 11) will be completed and ready  
 for distribution.   
  

     Dinner Club Monday, November 27,   6:30 pm 

       Aces on 29th (2827 Oakes Ave, Superior, WI) 

       **RSVPôs are required**   (note the time change) 

    Call  Karl Isakson at  651-955-9299 to reserve a spot  or arrange for a ride. 

 

 

     November 
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Advent:  
Weôre beginning Advent early this year because of the way the calendar falls with Christmas Eve 
on Sunday and to ensure we get the fullness of this amazing season of hope and wonder. Weôll 
begin our Advent season on November 19th. This yearôs theme is: ñHow Does a Weary World Re-
joice.ò  
Christ was born into a weary world. King Herod ruled the land with a legacy of ruthlessness. The 
Romans treated the people of Israel with contempt, imposing harsh taxes and land seizures that 
forced many into subsistence farming. Poverty and destitution were pervasive. And yet, Christ was 
born, bringing good news of great joy for all people.  

As Advent comes again to a weary world, we ask, How does a weary world rejoice?ò From the 

opening chapters of Lukes Gospel, we have found a few answers: we acknowledge our weariness, 

we find joy in connection, we allow ourselves to be amazed, we sing stories of hope, we make 
room, we root ourselves in ritual, and most importantly, we trust our belovedness. In the parallel 
birth stories of Jesus and John, joy arrivesðdespite trepidation, fear, or grief. In these stories, we 
find rhythms for rejoicing. As we move through our series, we hope to create space for acknowl-

edging the weariness of our world while celebrating Gods closeness with great joy. 

And so, this Advent, we will hold space for our weariness and our joy. We will seek a thrill of hopeò 

in our hurting world. We will welcome joyðeven if, like the prophet Isaiah, we cry out for comfort 
(Isaiah 40:1). In this weary world, may we find many ways to rejoice. 
 
 
West Duluth Churches and CHUM Project: 

 
As part of our work with the West Duluth area churches, Asbury will be hosting a 2

nd
 Saturday 

CHUM Event on November 11 as a service opportunity.  Our project will be making breakfast bags 

for the Lincoln Park warming center, and we will put them together in two parts.  Part 1 will be the 

2
nd
 Saturday CHUM Event on November 11 from 9 am until noon.  We will begin work on making 

the breakfast bags and be led by Patricia Benson of CHUM in a learning session about the chal-

lenges those who are homeless.   We will need many items brought to make muffins and fill the 

bags.  Please go to this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090845ADAC22AAFD0-44613704-2ndsaturday)                    
 for an online signup through Sign Up Genius.  Even if you canôt make the event, we would love to 
have your help and support!  Part 2 of our project will happen after our Community Thanksgiving 
Service on November 21.  We look forward to this opportunity to work with our neighboring church-
es and support our community.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090845ADAC22AAFD0-44613704-2ndsaturday
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September,2023  

 

* Attendance  September Deposit Dates:  

Sept 3:  30     Sept 7:  $5531.87  

Sept 10: 33           Sept 12: $ 151.00  

Sept 17:44     Sept 19: $1234.10  

Sept 24: 35      

*Plus online       TOTAL    $6916.97  

   (Online)   $100.00  

  (Direct Deposit)  $800.00  

       Income      $7816.97  

       Expenses    $13,822.68    

  
All bills and benevolences are current.  
 

Thank you to the members and 

friends who returned the Contact   

Information and pledge cards by 

Reformation Day.  You still may    

return these cards in the offering 

plate on Sundays or mail them to the 

church office.  They can also be 

dropped off in the mail slot in the 

front west side door.   

November Birthdays: 

2 Barb Beverage 

2 Bart Smith 

7 Laurie Kynell 

8 Grace Thornton 

10 Lynne Burham 

14 Mary Unden 

19 Beth Duncan 

19 Rosemary Hanson 

19 Jared Thornton 

23 Roxanne Bijold 

23 Debbie Jacobson 

23 David Thornton 

24 Bob Williams 

25 Glen Merrier 

26 Lorraine Smith 

27 Janet Nettland 

29 Donald Farrell 

30 Kevin Born 

5]§§· !||r´jª«]ª·Ô  
19 Ron & Barb Beverage 

 

Missed: 

Duane Vacura October 13 

Duane & Rachel October 8 

OSELC Weekly Schedule  
   Sundays 

Communion Worship, 9 am (sanctuary) 
Coffee Fellowship, 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)  BP Checks Nov 12 
Nov 5:  All Saintsô Sunday remembrance                                                       
Nov 12:  Deacon Colleen Bernu guest preacher  
Nov 19:  Sunday School 9 am (Martin Luther room)                                          
Nov 12, 19, 26: Confirmation classes at United                                              
Nov 26: 2024 Budget information available  
   Mondays:   
Pastor Liz Office Hours 9-11 am (Not Nov 6) 
Food Shelf Distribution, 10 am (Coffee at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall) 
Coffee & Chat, 10:30 am (library) 
Nov 6: Book Club, 6:30 pm (library)                                                                
Nov 13:  Finnish Group                                                                                    
Nov 27:  Dinner Club 6 :30 pm at Aces on 29th in Superior 
   Tuesdays: 
Office open 9-2   (not Tues, Nov 28)                                                                          
Womenôs AA Group:  10:30 am (library) 
Evening AA Group:  6:30 pm (library)    
Nov 7:  Womenôs Circle meeting, 1 pm (library)                                                         
Nov 7:  Team Meetings, 6 pm, PPC, 7 pm 
Nov 7:  Election Day 7 am - 8 pm (Fellowship Hall)                                       
Nov 21: Community Thanksgiving Service at Asbury, 6 pm 
   Wednesdays: 
Coffee & Chat, 10:30 am (library) 
Nov 8: Alzheimerôs Support Group, 1 pm (library)   
   Thursdays: 
Office open 9-2  (Not Thurs Nov 23)                                               
Nov 23:  Thanksgiving Day  
Nov:16 & 30:  Bible Study, 1 pm at United 
   Fridays: 
Coffee & Chat:  10:30 am (library)   
   Saturdays: 
OA Meeting, 9:00 am (library)  
Nov 4: Support Group meeting, 4 pm (Fellowship Hall)                              
Nov 11:  2nd Saturday CHUM project at Asbury, 9-noon 
Nov 25: Free Breakfast & BP checks, 9 -10:30 (Fellowship Hall) 
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    Congratulations to: 
Duane & Rachel Vacura on the birth of grandson Sullivan Welsey Vacura, born Sept  22.. 
 
Lynne & Eugene (Bucky) Burham, married Friday, August 25.   
 
Johanna Bernu on winning a series of science competitions!  

  Prayer Requests 

    Members: Ron Beverage -  health concerns 

       Ken & Harriet Miller- health concerns 

 

    Friends and Family: 

Ashley Carlson  (friend of the Benson family)- health concerns 

Sharon Cox  (sister-in-law of Barb Beverage)- health concerns 

Michelle Hanson (cousin of Rosemary Hanson)-health concerns 

Theodore Hein (nephew of Kathleen Hein) - health concerns 

Kate Benson (daughter of Rick and Kris Benson) - health concerns 

Karen  (sister of Kris Benson)- health concerns   
 
    Prayers for our Shut-ins 

Edgewood Vista:   Betty Craven, Barb Mathson, Ken & Harriet Miller,  Corrine Weiss  

       At Home:  Rich Smith   Interfaith Care Center: Isabel Vatne 

Augustana Care Center:   Thurley Ling               Aftenro:  Ron Beverage   

          With Sympathy:  We extend our deepest sympathy  

                           to the Family and Friends of David Pederson, a former member  

                   (son of Tora and Clarence Pederson, brother to Tom Pederson  

   and Elaine Hill).   

    Music in Worship 

Our Saviorôs Choir will sing the first Sunday of the month.  Practice will be the                                                

last Sunday of the month after service and before church on the first Sunday.   

Northern Bell Chimes (bell choir) will provide special music the 2nd Sunday                                                                

of the month.   

We still need others to provide special music the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month!                                                

Volunteer your talents with Deacon Jennifer Simonson.   
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     Thank you to: 

~òfor the lovely Pastor Appreciation celebration  and all the cards.  Thank you for your kind 

words and support.  It is a joy to do ministry together.ò  from Pastor Liz 

~òa large Than You to the church members for the $250 for my Heartwalk Number 11 for my 

Great Aunt Kathleen to do in my honorò from Theodore Hein. 

~for the people who prepared apple pies and other apple items which were sold at the Craft 

Fair on October 21.  Funds raised:  $1095.00 

~for the people who prepared and served the lunch during the Craft Fair.  Funds raised: 

$284.38. 

~to the people who donated personal care items for the Womenôs Circle project. 

~to the people who prepared and served the brunch and those who cleaned up on October 29.  

    Upcoming Dates 

Sunday, November 19:  First Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, November 26:  Second Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 3:  Third Sunday of Advent 

Monday-Friday, December 4-8:  Cookie Baking Week!  Times to be determined. 

Tuesday, December 5:  Womenôs Circle, 1 pm in the library 

Saturday, December 9: Cookie Sale fundraiser! 

Sunday, December 10:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

   Congregational Meeting, 10 am to vote on the 2024 budget 

Sunday, December 17:  Cross Generational Christmas program, 9 am at Our Saviorôs, 11 am 

at United 

Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve  Services:  9 am at United, 4 pm at Our Saviorôs (no 9 

am service at Our Saviorôs ) 

Saturday, May 4, 2024:  New York, New York High Tea to benefit CHUMôs 50 years. 

     2024 Offering Envelopes 

We will not be offering the small box of weekly envelopes as we have in the past.  There will be 

more information in the December newsletter on  how to get weekly or monthly envelope               

packets from the church.    
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All Saintsô Sunday, November 5, 2023 
 

We name those connected to this congregation who have 
died in the past year as part of our celebration of All Saintsô 
Sunday.  We are one Church, existing here on earth and in 
heaven.  Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

            Those who have died: 

 

  Bernadine (Bernie) Becklund (former member) 

  James (Jim) Brutger*  (Pastor Liz officiating at Our Saviorôs) 

  Kaleb Dobosenski   (nephew of Amanda Carlson) 

  Terry Duncan   (brother of Beth Duncan) 

  Todd Duncan   (brother of Beth Duncan) 

  Doris (Dodo) Erickson*  (member) 

  Milo Frances    (housemate of David Gadbaw) 

  Steve Gadbaw   (brother of David Gadbaw) 

  Faye Griffin*     (member) 

  Michael Griffin   (son of Faye Griffin) 

  Evelyn Hanson   (mother of Rosemary Hanson) 

  Vivian Isakson   (sister-in-law of Mari Anne Isakson) 

  Astrid Junget*   (Pastor Liz officiating) 

  Virginia Kelly*   (Pastor Liz officiating) 

   William (Bill) Leslie*  (father of Jan Thornton) 

  Robert (Bob) Lippert*  (member) 

  Jean Manthey   (mother of Deacon Jennifer Simonson) 

  David Mattson   (member) 

  Delila Olson    (sister of Caryl Turcott) 

  David Pederson   (former member) 

  Jan Resberg    (brother of Beth Williams) 

  Jenny Miskaasiike St George (former member) 

  Esther Schroeder   (member) 

 

*Through the ministry of Our Saviorôs    
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   Community Calendar 

Organ Recital: Friday, November 10, 7 pm at First Lutheran Church (1100 E. Superior St).     

Featuring Catherine Rodland, artist in residence at St. Olaf College.  Free will donation. 

Pedals, Pipes, & Pizza: Saturday, November 11, 9:30-12:30  at First Lutheran Church.  Geared 

for music students.  Introducing the newly acquired Orgelkids Kit. 

John Rutterôs Requiem: a  Concert of Remembrance and Hope, Sunday, November 19, 3 pm 

at the Sacred Heart Music Center (201 W. 4th St.),  $20 tickets at the door.  Charles Sundquist, 

Conductor.  Featuring Jennifer Lien (soprano), Sondra Mowers (flute), Brett Linski (oboe), Betsy 

Husby (cello), Rachel Kresha, Velda Bell, Karen Sande, David Tryggestad (organ. 

Christmas Cookie Sale: Saturday, November 25 (3:30-5:30) and Sunday, November 26 (10 am 

until sold out) at St James Church  hall (721 N. 57th Ave W. , rear entrance).  This is a fundraiser 

for the Wotczak Memorial Scholarship fund.   

   Tree of Remembrance, 2023 


